Eynsham Traffic Working Group – 14 December 2021
Agenda item - 7 To consider a final scheme and report for recommendation to Full Council.

Project Name - 20mph Pilot Scheme & Improvements (Speed Reduction on nearby nonresidential roads)
Project Leader – Cllr Tricia Crowley
1. Executive Summary
1.1. This project has two parts: i) reduction of default speed limit residential Eynsham from
30mph to 20mph ii) reduction of speed limits on nearby roads: B4449, B4044 and
Cassington Road between B4449 – A40.
1.2. Safety is the prime reason for reducing traffic in residential areas and nearby roads.
1.3. The project has three phases. Phase 1 will be consultation. Phase 2 speed limit changes
using OCC signage plan and the addition of some additional physical calming (Gateway/s
and VAS). Phase 3 additional physical calming if necessary, after the evaluation of Phase
2. Monitoring may be ongoing throughout Phase 2, but will consist primarily of a speed
tube assessment after 12 months.
1.4. The majority of residential streets are suitable for 20mph with only a small number of
straighter roads that will need additional calming measures.
1.5. Funding is set out below (as at 13 December) and includes consideration of S106 funds.
2. Background
2.1. OCC recently deemed that all new residential streets will be designed at 20mph and local
councils would be supported to reduce speeds on existing roads were requested by
residents (Ref: Sudbury and Mathew resolution 82/20 December 2020). A County wide
20mph policy for residential areas and new implementation approach was adopted by
OCC Cabinet 19 October 2021 resolution 105/21).
2.2. Eynsham Parish Council has been investigating how the speed limit could be reduced to
20mph on residential streets since 2015. To this end, a comprehensive speed survey was
conducted in 2016 to get an accurate picture of this speed throughout the village and a
Design Consultancy “The Urbanists” was commissioned to consider ideas and budgetary
costs for traffic calming measures. See Urbanist report dated October 2017. At that time,
speeds could not be reduced to 20mph unless existing traffic speeds were close to that
limit (85th percentile speed of 24mph or less). Support for the village wide 20mph (with
enforcement) was echoed throughout the evolution of the Eynsham Neighbourhood Plan
and more recently at the Eynsham Parish Council Strategy Day, Nov 2021.

2.3. The Eynsham speed reduction project now reflects the current OCC policy and
information gleaned from the speed survey and The Urbanists report. The project has
also expanded to incorporate a reduction of speeds on nearby non-residential B4449 and
B4044 to the north-east of Eynsham given the increasing employment, sporting and
recreational activity on land immediately near and across the B4449. The proposed change
also brings a consistent speed to these roads bordering the village.
3. Current situation
3.1. Eynsham has c. 2,000 dwellings. In the central parts of the village, average traffic speeds
do not exceed 20mph (see Appendix C) due to road design and parked cars. Speeds
regularly exceed 20mph at the entrance and exits to the village. (Witney Road,
Hanborough Road, Oxford Road, part of Station Road and Cassington Road).
3.2. Anti-social driving (involving inappropriate speed and noise) is also reported by
residents.
3.3. The planed addition of 3,200 dwellings in the Parish, following the OCC policy, will be in
areas designed for 20mph speed limit.
3.4. The County Council is currently running five pilot schemes to test the impact of 20mph
limits in other residential areas. If beneficial and possible, Eynsham will seek to have our
speed reduction work incorporated into the OCC pilot.
4. Objectives
4.1. Based on the comments from the original Neighbourhood Plan consultations, feedback
from Eynsham News articles and EPC’s strategy day these are the objectives in creating a
20mph zone in Eynsham are:
4.1.1. Make residents – of all ages - safer and feel safer by reducing the speed of traffic on
all residential streets. “If average speeds reduced by 1mph, the accident rate would
fall by approximately 6% on urban main roads and residential roads with low
average speeds” ROSPA. It’s also been shown that you are seven times more likely
to survive if you are hit by a car driving at 20mph, than if you are hit at 30mph.
This information was not available at the time that 30mph was set as the default
speed in 1935 (Road Traffic Act 1934). Road deaths and injuries are not inevitable.
4.1.2. Encourage people to use streets and public spaces - in a variety of ways - to preserve
and foster the existing sense of community. Whether cycling to school, using a
mobility scooter to access shops or walking to work, slower vehicle speeds create a
beneficial environment for everyone.
4.1.3. To clearly mark the entrances to the village / residential areas.
4.1.4. Make compliance as easy as possible for drivers by making it feel natural to use a
lower speed.
4.1.5. Give residents safer access to green spaces and places of employment immediately
outside the residential areas.

4.1.6. Any action undertaken as part of the speed reduction project should be able to put a
tick against one or more of these objectives and should not conflict with any of
them.
5. How will the changes be enforced?
5.1. As 20mph in residential areas is not yet the default in England, clear signage will be put in
place. Thames Valley Police will continue to enforce as they currently do, within the
village and on the highways, in line with the new speed limits.
5.2. We will look to re-introduce a Community Speed Watch group, in line with the new
national scheme supported by TVP, to help enforce speed limits and monitor effect of
Phase 2.
5.3. While widespread community support (consultation) would hopefully encourage drivers
to stick to the new limits.
5.4. The Council will not profit from the introduction of 20mph restrictions. Speeding fines
are sent to the UK Treasury.
6. Is this what the residents want?
6.1. In addition to the suggested revised speed limits in residential areas being safer whilst
only increasing the longest motor vehicle journey times within the village by 60 – 90
seconds, there is a local appetite amongst Eynsham residents for the speed limits to be
reduced in order to encourage less-polluting and more proactive transport options.
Driving at 20mph vs 30mph also uses less fuel and reduces polluting vehicle emissions
and noise.
7. Proposals
7.1. All residential roads within the village to be reduced to 20mph maximum speed limit.
(See Appendix A).
7.2. The B4449 from A40 roundabout to the Station Road roundabout would be reduced from
50mph to 40mph.
7.3. The B4044 from the Toll Bridge to the B4449 / Oxford Rd Eynsham entrance would be
reduced from 50mph to 40mph.
7.4. The section of the Cassington Road from B4449 to the A40 would be reduced to 30mph
from the National Speed Limit.
7.5. 3 gateway features will be installed at Oxford Road, Witney Road and Hanborough Road.
(Glasdon, recycled UPVC, lifespan of up to 30 years. (See Appendix B).
7.6. A Community Speedwatch Scheme is set up by the Parish Council.

8. Costs
1.0

Traffic Regulation Order -

£3,255.00

2.0
2.1
2.2

Amendments to signing
Minimum Qty 30 pairs 20mph repeater signs
Change signage on B4449 to 40mph

3.0

Amendments to road markings (based on one days work for
the lining contractor) -

4.0
4.1
4.2

Gateways
6 x doublesided ornate gateways @ £1,956.06
OCC installation

£19,591.36
£713.25

5.0

Subtotal
15% for contingencies on the site works to allow for potential
traffic management issues and other unforeseen
circumstances. (Design Work).
Communications
TOTAL (Budget available £10,444).

£20,604.61

(Payable by OCC) £0.00
£1,500.00
£1,500.00

£11,736.36
£1,600.00

£300.00

8.1. It was hoped that funding in S106 agreement “08/1341/P/FP Hazeldene 3a towards flood
monitoring and maintenance in the vicinity of the Site £10,000.00”could be assigned to
this project. However, WODC has advised the funds will be spent as per the S106
agreement.
9. Next steps
9.1. No changes will be made until the plans and costings for the work have been signed off
by Eynsham Parish Council and with the County Council. A comprehensive (4 week)
consultation with the community and other consultees will be conducted by OCC. OCC
and EPC will publicise the public consultation. Comprehensive project plans will be made
available to community stakeholders in advance of the consultation. Results of the
consultation if necessary, will be referred to OCC Highways Management. It is
recommended that EPC will investigate setting up a Community Speed Watch group as
soon as possible as it will benefit the community irrespective of the outcome of the
consultation

9.2. Timeline
9.2.1. Approval by Full Council.

4 January 2022

9.2.2. Community stakeholders and residents notified of the
full plan and forthcoming consultation.

5 January 2022

9.2.3. Traffic Regulation Order to be drafted and 4 week
consultation commenced.

27 January 2022

9.2.4. Consultation end.

25 February 2022

9.2.5. Report to be finalised for 24 March meeting.

11 March 2022

9.2.6. Referral to Delegated Decisions by Cabinet Member for
Highway Management for consideration.

24 March 2022

9.2.7. Immediate implementation.
10. Does this support a strategic intent (1-5)?
10.1. The project supports the Council’s vision ‘Eynsham Parish is a great place to belong’, and
5. Social Inclusion
11. How will we measure success? Will a post-project completion analysis be undertaken?
11.1. Twelve months after the new speed limits have been introduced, speed tubes will be laid
on the fastest roads (2016 data – see Appendix C) to establish what change in speeds has
been achieved. Where the traffic is showed to exceed 24mph, additional traffic calming
measures, designed and costed in the interim, will be considered for implementation in
Phase 2.
11.2. An active Community Watch Group and VAS with data facility will provide additional
Phase 2 monitoring opportunities.
12. Legal implications
12.1. All legal aspects will be undertaken by OCC. The 20mph Scheme has been drafted by
OCC and therefore should meet appropriate highway regulations. OCC has considered
the vehicle survey data and agrees with the proposed speed reductions on the B4449,
Oxford Road and Cassington Road.

13. Alternatives/Options
13.1. Do nothing: Leaving the speed at 30mph, research now clearly demonstrates, puts
residents moving about on the long straight stretch of road in the village at greater risk.
At this speed parents, grandparents and carers are understandably reluctant to allow
children to move about independently. Increased noise and fast traffic also dissuade less
mobile or non-car owning residents from moving about and enjoying community streets.
13.2. Re-engineer the carriage way: An alternative option would be to redesign the longer
faster stretches of road within the village first, to achieve 20mph. This is an extremely
expensive option. It is estimated to cost £60,000 per km vs £1,100 per km to drop the speed
from 30mph to 23mph via signage alone.
13.3. Using signage first with other additional cheaper traffic calming measures, could then be
added such as VAS, planters, on street parking. (Source: 20sPlenty.Org)
14. Conclusion & Recommendations
14.1. It is RECOMMENDED that the Council approve:14.1.1.

The immediate creation of a Community Speedwatch Group (irrespective of the
scheme’s approval).

14.1.2.

Costs/Scheme elements 1.0 to 5.0 OR elements 1, 2, 3, 5 (ie no gateways) if
members are concerned with costs.

15. Background papers
15.1. EPC Traffic Surveys.
16. References
20’s Plenty For Us (Undated) The 25mph Conundrum. Available at:
https://www.20splenty.org/the_25mph_conundrum (Accessed 13/12/2021).
Oxfordshire County Council (undated). Requesting 20mph
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/roads-and-transport/traffic/requesting-20mph
(Accessed 13/12/2021).
Police & Crime Commissioner Thames Valley (undated) Community Speedwatch Scheme
https://www.thamesvalley-pcc.gov.uk/get-involved/speedwatch/ (Accessed 16.12.2021)
ROSPA (2019) A Guide to 20mph Limits. Available at:
https://www.rospa.com/rospaweb/docs/advice-services/road-safety/employers/guide-to-20mphlimits.pdf (Accessed 13/12/2021).
Wales Policy and Strategy (2021). Introducing 20mph speed limits
https://gov.wales/introducing-20mph-speed-limits (Accessed 13/12/2021).

Appendix A

Appendix A
Witney Road Gateway Location

Appendix A
Hanborough Road Gateway Location

Appendix A
Oxford Road Gateway Location

Appendix B
Hanborough Road/B4449 and Oxford Road/B4449 Gateways

Appendix B
Witney Road/A40 Gateway

Appendix C
Maximum Survey Speeds 2016

