
The expected standard of cultivation from plotholders

Please be sure that you have read and fully understand your Handbook which 
sets out what the Association expects from its members. These notes are to 
describe and clarify the expected standard of cultivation and the disciplinary 
process in response to a request by members at the AGM.

 

 

 

Annual payment of rent

Please remember, rents are due each year at the time of the AGM. It is important that 
plot holders pay these on time. The handbook makes it clear that the Committee shall 
be at liberty to take possession and re-let the plot without further notice should the due 
rent not be paid within 28 days of the AGM. 

 
 

 

Supervision of plots

The committee regularly check the state of cultivation of the plots and have a general 
inspection each year. Plot holders may alert any member of the committee if they feel 
a neighbouring plot is showing signs of serious neglect. 

Standard of cultivation

As a minimum the plot holder must ensure grass and weeds do not become overgrown,
go to seed and cause problems for other plotholders. Pests, eg, blackfly must not be 
allowed to multiply and invade other plots. If weedkillers are used they must be 
carefully applied within the confines of the plot and not cause interference with 
neighbouring plots. The committee would expect a plot to be used as an allotment and 
see clear evidence of crop growing activity.

If these minimum standards are not maintained, the disciplinary process will start.

The Disciplinary Process – this is a description of the existing process

The Philosophy

Allotment holders should appreciate that this procedure is necessary in order to reduce 
the risk of allotments becoming overgrown and unmanageable. It would be grossly 
unfair on both the committee and new plot holders, who would be responsible for 
bringing plots back into a useable condition. Please let us know if you do have a 
problem.

The decision to withdraw a plot holder’s right to a plot is never taken lightly and every 
effort will be made to support the plotholder.

The final decision will rest with the committee.



The Process

In the event of a plot being referred to the committee, the plot holder will be contacted 
to establish the reason. It may be that illness, prolonged holidays or some other 
reason has prevented a plot holder from tending their plot.

 

In cases where an inadequate or no reason is offered, the committee will authorise a 
first warning (yellow) letter to be issued. 

  

 This will request that the plot holder brings 
the plot to a satisfactory standard within a specified time.

 

Failure to respond will ultimately result in the plot holder being served a red letter.  
This will give the plot holder a final opportunity to show that they are prepared to 
improve the management of the plot.

Should the efforts made by the committee be ignored, then the plot holder will be given 
a short period of notice to remove all personal items from their plot. At the end of this 
notice period, the plot holder automatically relinquishes their claim to anything left on 
the plot. The plot will become vacant and available to be let to someone on the waiting 
list.


