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The Friends of St Leonard’s, Eynsham 

(Registered Charity 800164) 



WHO ARE THE FRIENDS? 

In the 1980s a large sum of money was raised in order to carry out essential 

renovations to St Leonard's. As the book in the church attests, hundreds of 

contributions came from individuals within and beyond the village, 

institutions, organisations and Trusts. Mindful of the problems the Appeal 

Committee had experienced raising a lot of money quickly, it was decided 

to set up a charitable Trust, independent from the Church itself, to allow the 

steady build-up of funds to meet future major building repair costs. The 

Friends of St Leonard’s Eynsham Trust was set up in 1988 effectively to 

watch over the historic building which forms such an important focal point 

of our ancient village; its relatively few members have already saved over 

£60,000. 

WHY DO WE NEED YOUR HELP NOW? 

With the deaths of several members, the number of our regular donors has 

dwindled. Those who remain feel that there must be many in the wider 

village community, who perhaps rarely come into the Church, who would 

be prepared to help us ensure that our children and grandchildren will 

always be able to look on a “healthy” St Leonard’s at the heart of our 

village. There is no government or central Church of England fund to 

support our church either in its day-to-day operation or in its upkeep and 

repair; the church congregation look after the former, but will need a lot of 

support from others to take on the inevitable future building works. 

WHAT TYPE OF PROJECTS WILL BE SUPPORTED? 

The 1980s renovations restored the church to a condition where it was 

anticipated that no further major work would be required for some time, 

although it was accepted that the chancel roof, in better condition than the 

rest, would eventually need repair. Our long term aim is to build up funds 

so that when that roof has to be renovated - likely to cost a six-figure sum - 

some seed money will be there to make a significant contribution and to 

help persuade other bodies to give us grants. In the short term we are 

prepared to support any qualifying repair work identified by the Parochial 

Church Council by paying 50% of costs, such as we have just done in 

helping provide new bell ropes. 



HOW MUCH DO WE ASK FROM YOU? 

We ask you all to consider giving as generously as you feel able to the 

Friends, either as a one-off donation now or preferably on an annual basis. 

As we are a charitable trust, donors who are taxpayers can increase the value 

of their gift at no cost to themselves by Gift Aiding their donation (currently 

for every £1 donated, the Trust receives an extra 25p). 

While we are happy to receive any donation however small, to become a   

Friend we ask you to commit to paying a minimum of £10 per year. 

A FINAL PLEA 

Please help us keep St Leonard’s Church for future generations to enjoy, 

whether as their regular place of worship or maybe just as that essential 

feature at the centre of our village. 

____________________________________________________________ 

If you wish to help the Friends of St Leonard's, please complete the form below, 

ticking the boxes as appropriate. 

  I enclose £ _________ 

  I would like to set up a standing order for £ _______ per year 

  (minimum of £10 per year to be a Friend) 

  I am a UK tax-payer and would like the Friends to Gift Aid 

  my donation at no extra cost to me. 

  I would like further information. 

Cheques should be made payable to the Friends of St Leonard's, Eynsham. 

Name: __________________________________________________ 

Address: _________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 

Please send/hand in your return to one of the following: 

Jennifer Clarke, 22 Falstaff Close, Eynsham OX29 4QA 

Andy Greenwood, 4 Shakespeare Road, Eynsham OX29 4PY 

Tim Jordan, 25 Newland Close, Eynsham OX29 4LE. 
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