
British Mammal Crossword

How well do you know your British mammals?
NB for anagram clues – letters have been re-grouped and jumbled between words.
Watch out, the names of some species can vary, and may or may not have prefixes such as ‘Common’ or ‘European’…



Across

Down

1    SI unit of amount of substance (4)

4 Lone males of this species may be referred to as ‘tods’, hence the expression ‘all on your tod’ (3, 3)

8    I have a broad yellow chest patch, live in underground burrow systems, and spend much of my time 
foraging in trees. Who am I? (6-6, 5)

10  Females give birth to a single pup on land, suckle it for only about 18 days before abandoning it when they 
return to the water to mate again (4, 4)

11  When life gets tiring, this species likes to rest up on a couch, or in a holt (8, 5)

12  Sound advice for someone participating in a regatta; a graceful creature (3, 4)

13  This animal participates in a scent-marking activity called drum marking, which involves rubbing its hind-
feet across the lateral flank glands before ‘drumming’ them on a flattened mass of droppings (latrine) (5, 4)

14 The most common flying mammal in the UK (6, 11)

17 A fashionista animal in the 1960s. Wouldn’t have looked out of place in a Fifth Avenue shop window (8, 4) 

18 The smallest cetacean found in British and Irish waters, characterised by a small, blunt-tipped dorsal fin (7, 

19 The only British mammal to have a prehensile tail. Since 2001, old Wimbledon tennis balls have been 
recycled to create artificial nesting sites for this species (7, 5)

21 Anagram of ‘van bloke’ (4, 4)

23 Likes to incorporate stripped honeysuckle bark into its nests and hibernates for over half the year (5, 8) 

25 A female _ _ _ _ _ _ can delay implantation of fertilised eggs for several months (i.e. from April until 
December!) so that she can time the birth for when environmental and body conditions are favourable (6)

26 Goes ‘pop’ (6)

1 A native species, found throughout the Scottish Highlands and Ireland, and introduced to the Isle of Man, 
the Peak District, as well as many Scottish islands. Favours heather moorland and montane grassland (8, 4)

2 Despite its name, neither as numerous nor as widespread as its cousin. Populations on the North Sea coast 
suffered catastrophic declines between 1998 and 2002 due to an outbreak of Phocine morbillivirus (6, 4)

3 This mammal has venomous saliva, meaning that it can deliver a lethal bite to other small animals (5, 5)

4 Makes a nest similar to that of a bird, called a drey (3, 8)

5 Privet monopoliser (8)

6 Shakespeare tried to tame one (6, 5)

7 Anagram of ‘beer seahorses sloth’ (6, 9, 3)

9 A furry friend that can make toast (5)

15 Does not burrow, but instead rests out in the open in a shallow depression called a form. Introduced before 
or during the Roman Empire (5, 4)

16 In September 2019, 18 individuals of this species were released into the Forest of Dean (4, 6)

20 Anagram of ‘Loved life’ (5, 4)

22 The ferret is a domesticated form of this species (7)

24 Brought over to the British Isles from Spain and Portugal by the Normans (6)

The Clues…



The Answers…


