DISTRICT COUNCILLOR'S REPORT _ 7AI8I19
Your Councillors
You are presently represented on West Oxfordshire District Council (WODC) by Peter Kelland, Edward
James and Carl Rylett, on a three member ward, which includes not only Eynsham but also Cassington and

South Leigh.
Peter Kelland sits on the Development Control Committee, the Lowlands Area Planning Sub- Committee
(which looks at applications in Eynsham's part of the district) and Economic and Social Overview and

Scrutiny Committee.

Carl Rylett also sits on the Lowlands Area Planning Sub- Committee and in addition the Environmental
Scrutiny Committee and Eynsham Traffrc Advisory Committee
Edward James sits on the Finanoe and Management Overview and Scrutiny Committee, the Licensing
Committee and the Miscellaneous Licensing Sub Committee.

We are available at all times by phone and email to help with issues affecting Eynsham and its residents.
Much of our work includes helping with individual issues and acting as advocate for residents. We have
helped with neighbour disputes, chasing waste collection, road damage, parking, holding housing
associations to account and numerous other queries and problems.

Regarding the recycling site on Back Lane Car Park, flytipping there is not as bad a few months ago, but
still a problem. If you see anyone dropping off trade waste or fly tipping, please contact WODC and report it
either online at https://bit.lyl2spbZlvdb or call 01993 861000. Also email us so that we can follow up.
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i email carl.rylett@westoxon. gov.uk

It

has been a very busy time since being elected last May. The work varies greatly, ranging fi'om Council
committees, through to Parish level business, and dealing with individual residents' queries.
The various scrutiny committees of the council enable elected members to keep an eye on the performance of
both the Officers and the Cabinet members of the Council. The Environmental Scrutiny Committee, to
which T belong, has dealt with issues such as enforcing traffic regulations, fly-tipping at recycling sites,
electric car charging points, a tree management policy and technological improvements to collection of
waste. I recently joined a cross-party working goup of councillors to devise a strategy to reduce single-use
plastics, and I have pushed for the Council to work towards creating a Biodiversity Action Plan

The Lowlands Planning Sub Committee is of particular relevance to Eynsham at the moment, considering
the large scale plans for new housing in the area. This is the rnost challenging part of my work as your
Councillor. Every month, the thineen members of the committee vote on the planning applications put before
us, ranging from whether a single window is appropriate, to applications comprising scores of new houses.
They are often contentious and rarely simple, and evidence given on a decision either way must be robust to
protect against any appeals.

ln September, the Full Council (i.e. a meeting of all 49 councillors) voted through adoption of the Council's
Local Plan, which sets out how the district can achieve economic growth and meet its target of 15,950 new
homes by 2031. Two of sites designated for new housing in the Local Plan were the Garden Village and
West of Eynsham SDA (Strategio Development Area).
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everything going on, so here

I

summarize the most contentious

applications/proposed developments in the area:
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Garden YiIIage: 2,200 houses the other side of the A40. The site promoters, Grosvenor, have worked on
analysing site constraints and published a scoping document. On current schedule, a rnaster plan will be
submitted in the winter of 2019/2A20.In the meantime, the District Council is putting together an Area
Action Plan, which will set out how the new development will be taken forward, what it will look like
and how it will function
West of Eynsham SDA: Approximately 1,000 houses proposedto the west of Eynsham. Likewise a
mastel plan will be submitted, according to current schedule, some time this coming winter
3,000 houses next to South Leigh, Barnard Gate: Withdrawn by the developer Gladmans
Extension of Thornbury Road, 160 new houses, the first of which are now being built. Part of the West
of Eynsham SDA.
Extension of f,'ruitlands, 5 bungalows on existing woodland: Rejected by the Committee, so thankfully
preserving this important patch of woodland
Pinkhill Road, 50 houses: South of Eynsham. Rejected. Developer's appeal dismissed, so not going
ahead

The Eynsham Traffic Advisory Committee meets to consider local transport issues such as a 20mph zone
in the village, and plans by the County Council to build a Park and Ride next to Eynsham and a bus lane on
the A40 to Oxford.

ln the last twelve months local residents have been subjected to what seems like a never ending stream of
consultations. I can understand a degree of consultation fatigue but it is important for local voices to be
heard. And indeed I have been impressed with both the quantity and quality of responses.
Elsewhere in the ward, in December South Leigh had a successful referendum to adopt their Neighbourhood
plan. I personally hope Eynsharn's Neighbourhood plan will soon follow suit

If I can help in any way

please do call or email me.

Peter Kelland

Edward James
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