R
T C EYNSHAM PARISH COUNCIL
i c Full Council Meeting held at
IT\% Eynsham Village Hall, 19:30pm on Tuesday 16 December 2025
N
MINUTES

Councillors Present: Clir Ross Macken, Clir Sue Osborne, Clir Sue Brown, Clir Andy Mosson, Clir
Milly Chen, Clir Carl Rylett, Clir Charles Amos, , Clir Jon Crowe, ClIr Jovan Lee-Roles, Clir Peter
Maghoolighan. Clir Tricia Crowley arrived at 19:44.
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Officers Present, in person: Michelle Legg, (Clerk) Online: Richard Wilkins, (Deputy Clerk),
Sarah Brown, (Responsible Finance Officer)

Members of the public, present: 7. online: 0
The meeting opened at 19:30 and closed at 21:45.

211/25 To receive apologies for absence. The council RESOLVED to accept and approve Clir
Partlett and Ramen’s apologies.

212/25 To receive Declarations of Interest in agenda items - none.

213/25 To co-opt to fill one vacancy (Local Government Act 1972 s82). Lucy Dickinson sought
co-option onto the council. Her co-option was proposed by Clir Chen and seconded by Clir Osborne
and resolved unanimously. This was the final vacant seat on the council.

CliIr Dickinson signed her acceptance of office and joined the council table.

214/25 To approve the minute. The council RESOLVED to approve the minutes from the Full
Council meeting of 18th November 2025. The Chair duly signed the minutes as a true record of the
meeting.

The meeting adjourned at 19:40 for items 215 and 216

215/25 Public participation (Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960).

A Goodwin (WODC Clir for Eynsham) Primary School traffic update, after trying to alleviate traffic at
key times. This has not worked, so further work with OCC officers is scheduled and further proposals
are expected.

Flags — Felt that the parish should ask OCC to rationalise the number of flags on lampposts, following
recent activity from ‘Raise the flag’ organisation. Clir Macken confirmed that Eynsham Parish Council
has already shared information with the public and further updates had been sent earlier in the day.
Resident and village hall hirer — requested a further discount for community groups using the village
hall.

Two on call firefighters from Eynsham Fire Station. Attended the meeting to discuss OCC Fire &
Rescue consultation and stressed the impact of withdrawing the local services from Eynsham.

Two residents — keen to support Padel Sport in Eynsham and to watch a meeting.

216/25 To receive an update report from Eynsham’s West Oxfordshire District Councillors
(WODC) and Oxfordshire County Councillor (OCC)

WODC CliIr Rylett summarised debates at the district council including the OCC Fire & Rescue
Consultation.

An update from OCC Levy had been circulated prior to the meeting.

The meeting resumed at 19:57.

217/25 Finance Report for 2025-26 up to 30.11.2025.
a. The council RESOLVED to approve the Schedule of Payments. Councillors Osborne, Brown,
and Macken agreed to authorise payments and payroll.
b. The council RESOLVED to approve the bank reconciliations and the Chairman duly signed the
bank reconciliation and statements.



c. The council RESOLVED to approve the credit card statement & reconciliation and the
Chairman duly signed the bank reconciliation and statements.

Monthly financial reports circulated between meetings. Clir Macken gave an overview of the
current financial position, virements and closer scrutiny on discretionary spending.

218/25 EPC Grant Scheme 2026
a. The council RESOLVED to approve the updated Grants Policy for 2026/27.
b. The council RESOLVED to approve the updated Application Form for 2026/27. Action: Deputy
Clerk to circulate these documents with local organisations and Communications Officers to
share information via the councils communication channels.

219/25 Accounting Software Package — This item was moved to the council’s January meeting.
a. To note report on Councils Accounting Software package.
b. To agree to Deputy Clerks recommendation to use Scribe Accounting Package for financial
year 2026/27 and onwards and agree to actions from January 2026 - March 2026.

Given the public interest agendas items 226a/25 and 221/25, the agenda items were moved
earlier in the agenda.

226a/25 To consider a response to Oxford County Council's proposed changes to fire service
including closure of Eynsham Fire Station. The council RESOLVED to record an objection to the
consultation, and supported Clir Macken’s draft response with agreement to include a comments
covering:
- Greater clarity of the data and potential impact on the community, given the location of the
new north oxford location is yet to be confirmed.
- Strengthen need to retain the fire station, given West Eynsham/Salt Cross developments, and
increased potential of fire-fighters from new residents.
- Capacity for community engagement would severely reduce with further pressures applied to
Witney, an already busy station.
- Safe and well visits would also reduce, with further pressures applied to Witney, an already
busy station and removing connectivity with Eynsham.
Action: Clerk to submit response on behalf of the council

221/25 To consider a proposal for Padel sports in Eynsham and agree next actions.
The council RESOLVED to allow the Chair and Clerk to progress discussions with contractor and
landlord.

220/25 Playground Repair Quotes

To council RESOLVED to approve the Deputy Clerk’s recommendation to accept quotes for new
chains, seats and slide repairs and RESOLVED not to replace the digger in the sandpit. Action:
Deputy Clerk to liaise with contractors.

222/25 Council Tree Survey 2025

a. The council noted the tree survey for 2025 and acknowledged the Deputy Clerk’'s comments
regarding missing information for Dovehouse Wood. This would be rectified before Christmas.

b. The council RESOLVED for Clir Chen to share contact details of other arborists with the
Clerk/Deputy Clerk, however if they were unable to provide a competitive quote the council
RESOLVED to accept the quote from Jenks (£6,400 exc. VAT), for the urgent, high-risk tree
work to be completed by March 2026. Action: Cllr Chen to provide information, Deputy Clerk
to seek quotes/appoint contractors.

223/25 To note Delegated Authority decisions. The council noted the decisions made under
delegated authorities between the Clerk/Deputy Clerk/RFO and Chair Clir Ross Macken or Vice Chair
Clir Sue Brown between 19th November 2025 and 16th December.

224/25 To consider council support for the Neighbourhood Plan Working Group's Local Green
Space locations. — This agenda item was carried over to council meeting in January.



225/25 To consider support for a Community Emergency Plan for Eynsham. Clir Dickinson gave
a summary of a proposal for a community-based Community Emergency Plan. The council gave their
support to the scheme.

226/25 To consider response to public and other consultations.

a. Oxford County Council's proposed changes to fire service including closure of Eynsham Fire
Station — addressed earlier in the meeting.

b. The council noted the results from the National Highways and Transport Public Satisfaction
Survey 2024-25 and remind councillors of the opportunity to respond to the current survey.

c. To council RESOLVED to delegate an action to the Clerk and Deputy Clerk to respond to
the Smaller Authorities' Proper Practices Panel (SAPPP) re Governance and accountability for
Local Councils: Practitioners' Guide (England) on behalf of the council. Deadline 2nd January
2026. Action: Clerk/Deputy Clerk to response

227/25 To receive an update on upcoming/recent events and agree actions.
a. Light up Eynsham raised over £840 towards Eynsham Youth Network. Attendance was lower
than expected due to the inclement weather.

228/25 To Receive Updates from Clerk/Deputy Clerk including:

a. Burial Ground — Clerk is consulting with contractors and Clir Macken to arrange a meeting in
the new year.

b. Village Hall — Broadband has been installed. Fire doors have been installed. One control panel
for boiler controls has broken. Awaiting quote.

c. Sports Pavilion — Quotes for drain CCTV being sought.

d. Budget setting — third meeting taking place on 6™ January 2026, to confirm budget proposal.
Council will be presented with the proposal at the next meeting.

229/25 To receive reports/updates from Councillors representing the Council on outside
bodies including:

Allotment Association

Eynsham Primary School

GreenTEA

Youth Network

Children's Food Garden
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230/25 To consider or receive an update on traffic and connectivity and agree actions.
a. LCWIP -update had been shared with councillors.
b. Eynsham EV Car Club
c. Update following a request to review road markings at Thornbury Green. The Clerk had
shared comments from OCC Highway officers. ClIir Crowley had also approached OCC
Highway Officers for further clarification.
d. Community Speed Watch recent activity — nothing to report

231/25 To receive feedback on informal meeting to discuss £30,000 Solar Farm Grant and to
agree next steps. This agenda item was carried over to council meeting in January.

232/25 To note the date of the next Parish Council meeting at the Village Hall - Tuesday 20th
January 2026 .



