R
T C EYNSHAM PARISH COUNCIL
i c Full Council Meeting held at
ITOZ Eynsham Village Hall, 19:30pm on Tuesday 18 November 2025
N
MINUTES

Councillors Present: Clir Ross Macken (Chair), Clir Sue Osborne, Clir Sue Brown, Clir Andy
Mosson, Clir Tricia Crowley, Clir Milly Chen, Clir Carl Rylett, Clir Ann Partlett, Clir Nick Relph, Clir
Charles Amos, Clir Annika Ramen, ClIr Jon Crowe, ClIr Peter Magoolighan.
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Officers Present, in person: Michelle Legg, (Clerk to the council). Online: Richard Wilkins, (Deputy
Clerk), Sarah Brown (Responsible Finance Office)

Members of the public present: 3

Before the meeting, the Chair thanked council officers and councillors for their assistance with work
on Dovehouse Close play area.

The meeting opened at 19:30 and closed at 21:45

190/25 To receive apologies for absence - none.

191/25 To receive Declarations of Interest in agenda items.

192/25 To co-opt to fill one vacancy (Local Government Act 1972 s82)

193/25 To approve the minutes. The council RESOLVED to approve the minutes from the Full
Council meeting of 21st October 2025 and the Chair duly signed the minutes as a true record of the
meeting.

194/25 Public participation (Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960).

A resident presented the findings from a personal survey conducted regarding the use of local council
tax.

Another member of the public challenged the survey responses, with concerns over leading
questions.

Clir Ramen sought clarification on the number of leaflets/surveys circulated.

Clir Mosson shared his views on the inaccuracies of the admin figures quoted.

Clir Relph was reassured by the public support for the financial subsidy of the village hall and sports
pavilion but questioned the context of the average precept figures and felt that benchmarking against
similar parish/town councils would have been clearer.

Clir Macken personally felt that the survey was misleading, inaccurate, and clarified that the council
did not endorse this. The survey resulted in numerous complaints from the public which he and the
Clerk had responded to.

195/25 To receive an update report from Eynsham’s West Oxfordshire District Councillors
(WODC) and Oxfordshire County Councillor (OCC)

OCC Dan Levy spoke from his recently circulated report. Key issues included the Oxfordshire Fire &
Rescue Service Consultation, which suggests the closure of Eynsham Fire Station. OCC ClIr Levy
confirmed that parish councillors are to be included in an invite for an online meeting with the Chief
Fire Officer. Action: Clerk to circulate invite. OCC ClIr Levy confirmed there is a public online meeting
on Friday 28" November.

Clir Relph questioned the lack of in-person meetings for the three areas where closures are proposed.
This has been challenged and Clir Levy suggested councillors raise this at the online meeting.

OCC have submitted their application regarding the Local Government Reorganisation Three options
will be submitted in relation to Oxfordshire and will be considered by Government.

Clir Crowley asked a question regarding the wall repair on Conduit Lane, which she understood was
part of a legal disagreement. This continues to be a hazard, especially in the darker evenings.
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WODC CliIr Rylett confirmed that WODC were supporting the two shires proposal for the Local
Government Reorganisation and WODC and its partner councils would be submitting their application
to government.

196/25 Finance Report for 2025-26 up to 31.10.2025.
a. The council RESOLVED to approve Schedule of Payments. Clirs Macken and Osborne
agreed to authorise the payments online. Action: RFO to action
b. The council RESOLVED to approve bank reconciliations. The Chair duly signed the bank
reconciliation and statements.
c. The council RESOLVED to approve credit card statement & reconciliation

197/25 Renewal of External Memberships
a. The council RESOLVED to approve to renew the annual membership to Oxfordshire
Neighbourhood Plans Alliance (£50).

198/25 To council noted the Delegated Authority decisions Clerk/Deputy Clerk/RFO and Chair
Cllr Ross Macken or Vice Chair Clir Sue Brown between 22nd October to 18th November 2025

199/25 To Receive Updates from Clerk/Deputy Clerk including:

a. Burial Ground — contractors have completed initial ground surveys, and the report has been
prepared. Clerk and Chair are awaiting an online meeting with contractors to discuss next
steps.

b. Village Hall — The Deputy Clerk confirmed that the council has purchased a new projector.
PAT testing being undertaken 19.11.2025 and gave an update on a recent party that caused
issues and damage. The finance committee will discuss this in greater detail and review
council terms and conditions. Action: Deputy Clerk to add to the next finance committee
meeting.

c. Sports Pavilion — The Deputy Clerk confirmed that the council had spent £13,800 of the
allocated £15,000 to undertake repairs in the pavilion. This included new electric water heaters
for the showers and water boilers to provide hot water in the kitchen. The remaining repairs
will be completed week commencing 25" November.

Budget setting - first informal meeting has taken place, second planned for 20.11.2025.
e. Learning and Development - Clir Osborne attended OALC Planning training, enjoyed the
session and would recommend it to other members of the planning committee.
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200/25 To review provision of Play Area Software
a. The council RESOLVED to approve the cancellation of existing provision with CloudyIT.
Action: Deputy Clerk to action
b. The council RESOLVED to approve the subscription of new software from Safer Play (£125
per year) and purchase of hardware £329 maximum, pending option of cheaper device.
Overall maximum total of £516. Action: Clir Crowe to investigate cheaper device and Deputy
Clerk to liaise with Safer Play.

201/25 Communication Review
a. ClIr Macken gave a presentation EPC internal communication/etiquette.
b. The council RESOLVED for a trial of collated weekly circulation of non-PC, non-urgent
communications. Action: Clerk to Action.

202/25 To consider new and revised appointments to committees and working groups.

a. The council RESOLVED to remove the need for substitute members due to increased
councillor numbers.

b. The council RESOLVED to move ClIr Chen from Planning to Finance Committee

c. Clir Partlett proposed and Clir Osborne seconded the appointment of Clirs Ramen to the
Finance and Planning Committees, Clir Crowe to the Planning Committee and Neighbourhood
Plan Working Group, Clirs Magoolaghan and Lee-Roles to the Open Spaces Committee. The
council RESOLVED to approve the proposal. Action: Clerk to update meetings and
documents.

203/25 To review and approve council policies and documents.
a. The council RESOLVED to approve the IT policy subject to inclusion of reference to
councillors only using council email addresses for council business. Action: Clerk to Action
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204/25 To consider canvassing residents of Hawthorn Close on a new community orchard on
area of amenity land.

Clir Rylett presented details of a proposal for a community orchard and draft survey for residents. The
council RESOLVED for CliIr Rylett to survey the immediate and expanded area, given concerns of the
fruit being thrown.

205/25 To receive an update on upcoming/recent events and agree actions.

a.

b.

Light up Eynsham. Clir Macken gave an update on this event on behalf of the organisers.
Lights will be installed on 29" November. Event will take place on 5" December 2025.
Clir Jovan Lee-Roles laid the Remembrance Sunday wreath on behalf of the parish council.

206/25 To consider response to public consultations.

a.

West Oxfordshire District Council local plan consultation — The council resolved to approve the
draft response, with the ‘allocation is shared by other communities’ moved to the top of the
document as a key priority and for the content to stress the requirement for health provision to
remain in the existing village centre. Action: Clerk to consult with Chairman on final document,
prior to submission.

The council RESOLVED not to respond to West Oxfordshire District Council budget proposals
for 2026-27.

Oxford County Council's proposed changes to fire service including closure of Eynsham Fire
Station. This item was discussed earlier in the meeting at item 195/25. The council would wait
to hear from OCC representatives, the public and hopefully the local crew before considering
their response.

207/25 To consider or receive an update on traffic and connectivity and agree actions.

a.

b.
c.

d.

Clir Crowley gave an update from the Public Transport Representative following Public
Transport Rep meeting 11th November 2025 including details of the A40 and trainline
proposals.

Eynsham EV Car Club — the current MG has been replaced by a hybrid vehicle.
Update following a request to review road markings at Thornbury Green. The Clerk has
contacted OCC and is awaiting a response from offices.

Community Speed Watch plan to run five sessions in the next month.

208/25 To receive reports/updates from Councillors representing the Council on outside
bodies including:
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Allotment Association — nothing to report.

Eynsham Primary School — nothing to report.

GreenTEA — nothing to report.

Youth Network — nothing to report.

Children's Food Garden — positive session, hedging, plants, and chip bark all planted/installed.

209/25 Pavilion Working Group

a.

b.

To confirm a date for the next working group December 2025. Action: Deputy Clerk to confirm
date following email to councillors and council.

To agree date(s) for meeting with WODC officers early 2026. Deputy Clerk has been in liaison
with WODC and is awaiting confirmation of their availability.

210/25 To note the date of the next Parish Council meeting at the Village Hall - Tuesday 16th
December 2025



