
 

 
Meeting Date – 21 June 2022 

Agenda item 9 - To receive an update on work at Conduit Lane and agree actions. 

 

 

Executive summary 

 

To receive an update on latest communications from Oxfordshire County Council, consider the 

recommendations and agree actions. 

 

 

Background information 

 

10 December 2021 - Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) closed Conduit Lane due to a failed wall 

which is a listed property.  Conduit Lane remains closed although it was originally anticipated that 

the wall could temporarily be made good and the Public Right of Way re-opened.  

 

22 April 2022 – OCC submit its planning application to West Oxfordshire District Council 

(WODC).  This was for ‘Demolition and rebuilding of stone boundary wall in revised position to 

allow footpath widening.’  The application was approved on 6 June under delegated powers to the 

Planning Officer.  (See EPC’s response below). 

 

9 June 2022 – OCC extend the length of the footpath closure to 12 December 2022. 

 

EPC’s Planning Committee forwarded the following response:- 

 

‘Eynsham Parish Council is dismayed at the length of time it has taken the authorities to reach the 

current stage a period of approx. 6 months. The Council wish to put on record the community’s 

discontent with its closure to date.  In particular, the elderly members of the village who are 

struggling on a daily basis to access the village centre for errands and access to the surgery due to 

the lengthy diversion route. The Council requested at the outset that clear communications and a 

short closure time was needed and these have not been met.  

 

It should be noted that this Public Right of Way 206/27 is a footpath for pedestrians and not a 

cyclepath (contrary to the Heritage Statement at 1.1 and 6.1). Cyclists should be deterred from 

using the footpath (signs are already in situ).  

 

The Council has concerns with the proposed location of an information board and in order to 

reduce the likelihood of vandalism, it is recommended this is installed on Mill Street.  

 

The application is considered in accordance with Eynsham Neighbourhood Plan policies EN2 

Design, ENP15 Eynsham Village Centre and other planning policies/guidelines. If the Planning 

Officer is minded to approve the applications, the following conditions should be considered:-  

 

Replacement trees should be planted in the locality to preserve and enhance the landscape content 

of the village in order to comply with ENP13 Trees. Measures to deter cyclists using the footpath 

are to be implemented. The Parish Council welcomes working with Oxfordshire County Council 

on both matters.’ 



 

Current situation 

 

OCC’s Officer for the work reports as follows:- 

 

They are working to secure a date for the contractor to start and will let us know as soon as 

possible. 

 

As they are hoping to start work soon, the footpath closure will not drag on for a further 6 months. 

 

Conduit Lane will remain a Public Footpath, there is no intention to change its status.   

 

Informal use with cycles is likely and if this poses problems with the increased width, the Officer 

will speak to colleagues about measures to slow/curb such use.  The Officer advises it is very 

difficult to completely control access.   

 

They are unaware that a heritage board has been suggested and will give this some thought.  It’s 

not strictly something OCC would normally take on.  The Officer asks whether this something the 

Parish Council might consider given this is a village asset and it’s important those resident and 

visiting understand the history of the wall and it’s setting? 

 

The Clerk has referred the Officer to their planning application (including the inaccuracies and 

proposed installation of the heritage board).  

 

The planning consent did not include our proposed conditions. 

 

Recommendations 

 

The Clerk continue to liaise with OCC on a date for the work and as soon as it is known, it is 

published on social media.  

 

Given the Council’s existing workload and financial commitments, OCC arrange for the heritage 

board to be displayed and maintained by themselves since it was their proposal. 

 

Financial implications 

 

None. 

 

Legal implications 

 

None. 

 

Alternatives/Options 

 

EPC could design a heritage board, have it manufactured, installed and maintained in the future.  

This would take a substantial number of hours to do.  If this option is pursued, all costs (including 

Clerk hours) should be provided by OCC in advance.  

 


