
Fishponds Committee meeting held 
on Saturday 10 August 2013 at 10.00am

Present: Mrs V Hughes, Mr Paul Wilding & Ms Sue Brown.
13/F/12. Apologies for absence – Mr David Knight & Ms Sue Osborne.

13/F/13. Declarations of Interest – None.

13/F/14 Minutes of last meeting 14 May 2013 –The Minutes were approved and signed.

13/F/15. Public Participation - None

13/F/16. Review of 2012/13 Maintenance – It was agreed that the weather had been a big problem at 
the beginning of the year consequently the mowing and strimming had been delayed. The dredging 
of the moat area is now planned for 5 September.

13/F/17. Maintenance Schedule 2013/14 – It was agreed that this is now fairly routine although the 
bank of the old Chilbrook and the moat in front of the log bench had not been strimmed at all and it 
was suggested that they be made a separate item on the schedule. 

13/F/18. Future Projects – 
• New Path – This was originally proposed so that wheel chair users have access Monk’s Green 

from the Car Park without having to negotiate the dips each side of Harvey’s House Mound. 
The Committee walked along the proposed route and agreed that it would be a good winter 
project, initially just removing the scrub and levelling where required. If it becomes too 
muddy we could consider laying gravel the following year. While discussing wheel chair use 
it was remarked that dog fouling on the paths is a problem especially to those wheel chair 
users who propel their chairs with their hands. The committee did not want any more notices 
but would like suggestions as to what could be done. 
Once the dredging is done we will get estimates for a pond dipping platform.

• Volunteer Days – It was agreed to put three dates in the schedule for the winter but also to 
arrange other work parties at short notice if required.

• Ten Year Reports – Next summer it will be ten years since the surveys undertaken by the 
Parish Council were commissioned. (Plants, small mammals, bats, pond life, landscape) It was 
agreed that it would be very interesting to do them again and possibly look at a few other 
things too such as insects and butterflies. David Knight had originally suggested a BioBlitz 
which is a 24 hour public participation survey; however he does not have the time to organize 
it and our main aim is to see what biodiversity improvements have been made by 
commissioning detailed reports again. The Wychwood Project said they could help us apply 
for grants for the surveys combining it with some form of public participation. 
It was decided that if we could interest the Primary School in the project we would select a 
day suitable to them, probably at the end of the summer term; if they are not interested we 
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would select a day during the school holidays. The plan being that we could have experts on 
hand to identify plants and bugs and have a pond dipping session too with an evening session 
for bat and moth identification. We could encourage participation by combining it with a bbq 
in conjunction with one or two other local groups, such as Green Tea or the Scouts. It was 
agreed that subject to Council approval we would move forward with the Wychwood Project 
and also approach other village organizations.

• Budget – This is the last committee meeting before the PC budgets are decided so funding for 
next year was discussed. Although the Wychwood Project will help us apply for grants for a 
participation day and surveys it is doubtful if we would get it wholly grant funded. We 
therefore need to consider having some funding available. It is too early to have detailed costs 
but a contingency fund would be needed. Possibly the County Council community fund may 
be able to help. There is also the possibility we may have to fell further chestnut trees along 
the north path and it would seem sensible to have a contingency fund for this. 

13/F/19. Date of Next Meeting – 11 November 2013 at 7.00pm

Recommendations to the Council:
 That the attached maintenance schedule for next year. 
 That permission be given to proceed with the Wychwood Project with plans to apply for 

grants to commission updated reports and for a public participation day.
 That Oxfordshire County Council Councillor Charles Mathew be asked to consider the above 

for the OCC Community Fund
 That permission be given to ask the Primary School (probably in November) whether they 

would be interested in some kind of involvement.
 That permission be given to approach Green Tea and other village organizations to join with 

the Council for an evening barbeque and moth and bat survey.
 That Oxfordshire County Council Councillor Charles Mathew be asked as to whether the 

County Council Community fund would be able to contribute.
 That funding be made available if necessary to top up any shortfall in grants.
 That some form of contingency fund be available should more diseased trees need to be felled.
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