
Fishponds Committee meeting 
on Tuesday 31 July, 2012at 7.30pm

Present: Mrs V Hughes, Ms S Osborne, Mr Gordon Beach, Mr David Knight, Ms Jess Lawson.

1. Election of Chairman
Verity Hughes was proposed by Mr Gordon Beach and seconded by Ms S Osborne.

2. Apologies for Absence – Mr Paul Staley, Mr David Rossiter.

3. Co-option of new Members – Jess Lawson and David Knight
The new members were welcomed and advised that they would need to fill in declaration of interest 
forms which the clerk would forward to them for completion.

4. To receive declarations of interest – none.

5. Minutes of last meeting 20 March 2012 – The minutes were approved as a true record.

6. Public Participation – None.

7. Parish Council Maintenance Schedule
This year’s schedule was discussed, particularly the problems caused by the weather and the change 
over of personnel who do the maintenance work which has meant that many areas have become 
overgrown and Monks Green has not been mown at all.

8. Review of Work Done
At this stage in the year it was agreed that it would be very difficult to catch up but Steve has agreed 
to do what he can however he will have to strim rather than mow now as the grass is so long.

9. Routine Maintenance Schedule
• The current year’s schedule was revised for next year and some of the items that were 

contracted out this year have been moved back to be the responsibility of the PC who would 
be able to contract out if need be (copy attached). It was suggested that dates be arranged well 
in advance for volunteer work parties and that they should be advertised on the village notice 
boards.

• Jess Lawson said that she had contacts with Oxfordshire Conservation Volunteers and that 
she would ask them if they would come one weekend. There might be a possibility that their 
insurance cost of £100 would need to be paid but we need to check whether the PC public 
liability insurance would be sufficient.

www.eynsham-pc.gov.uk



10. Winter Removal of Sedges
Since dredging the Old Chilbrook in 2005 to provide an open area of water on the site the sedges have 
encroach considerably reducing the area of clear water. Graham Podbury who was one of the original 
contractors has given a quote of approx. £750 to return it to its previous size. It was agreed that he be 
asked to carry out this work during the coming winter.

11. Other Projects for next year

• Repainting Station Road barrier green
Malcolm to check with ROSPA whether this would be acceptable. Verity to check with 
suppliers as to whether they know of any legal reasons for it to be bright yellow.

• Construction and installation of imitation sluice gate opposite the interpretation board on 
Monks Green to mimic the illustration. 
Jess said she would look into getting some costs and ideas for this.

• Bird Boxes
Verity to check with Eric Porter what he would suggest and then we might consider 
purchasing commercially made boxes.

• Dog Bins
A dog waste bin at the entrance to the playing fields from the fishponds would be a very good 
idea, however it is too far from the road for West Oxfordshire District Council to empty it (as 
they do all the other dog bins in the village).

• Barley Straw
We now have a possible supplier of barley straw which is used to counteract blue/green algae 
in the water. Last year this was particularly bad but this year has not been a problem.

• Playing Fields Bridge
Oxfordshire County Council did come and look at the condition but decided that there was no 
need for repairs at present.

12. Date of Next Meeting – 29 January, 2013.

Recommendations to the Council:

It was Recommended that the Maintenance Schedule for 2012/13 be adopted and Steve be given 
a copy.

It was Recommended that a purchase order be issued to Graham Podbury to remove the 
encroaching sedges from the Old Chilbrook and Moat at his convenience and weather 
permitting.

Malcolm
• To check on public liability insurance.
• To check with ROSPA as to whether it would be safe to paint the barrier green.
• To send declaration of interest form to the co-opted members.
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