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New directions
As you will have heard, the Christmas issue of  Eynsham 
Roundabout, produced by the three local churches, was the 
last of its kind. In future it will focus on church services 
and events,  appearing at Easter,  Harvest and Christmas 
only. Though still delivered free to every resident, it will 
no longer carry any advertising or village news. 

The Echo has very limited space for community notices at 
present,  partly  because  the  content  was  deliberately 
restricted in 2010, to avoid duplication with Roundabout.

This  arrangement is  not  set  in  stone,  however,  and the 
Parish Council is  now exploring options to fill  the gap. 
There are several questions to consider:

• What do people want to read? 
• Can the village find a team to make it happen?

Please  share  your  ideas  if  a  survey  comes  your  way  – 
contact the Clerk (details on page 4) – or have a word with 
Joan Stonham at 28 Beech Road.

Meanwhile, for email users, the Eynsham Bulletin provides 
a monthly digest, complete with relevant links. Sign up via 
the Contact form at Eynsham Online.

Trim trail consultation
Play Area Chair Richard Andrews; next meeting 12 March

The  Parish  Council  originally 
proposed  refurbishment  of 
Oxford  Road  trim  trail  under 
the S106 scheme which provides 
money  for  communities  where 
new homes are built. 

The District Council took the view that such facilities are 
poorly used and the Parish Council was inclined to agree 
– until a number of people asked for a trim trail during 
consultation about the new play area. However, the fund 
has now been allocated for another project.

The  Council  would  like  to  hear  from anyone who  still 
wants the trim trail restored, so they can review the need 
for other funds – please get in touch. 

Art for all
Footpaths Chair: Sue Osborne; next meeting: 12 February

At the end of 2011, some £20,000 of S106 funds became 
available  to  spend  on  public  art  in  Eynsham.  It  was 
suggested that the art could enhance some local footpaths, 
if it took the form of way-markers, interpretation boards, 
leaflets,  sculptures,  etc.  It  might  also  result  in  footpath 
improvements,  such  as  surface  enhancements,  cutting 
back of vegetation, and updating gates and stiles.

Heather  McCulloch,  Arts  &  Leisure  Development 
Manager at West Oxfordshire District  Council,  has been 
working  with  the  Parish  Council  and  colleagues  at 
Oxfordshire  County  Council’s  Countryside  team  to 
identify which routes might benefit most from such art.

THE POTENTIAL ROUTE is  to  the  east  of  the  village, 
running  beside  the  allotments,  over  the  dismantled 
railway to the Wharf Stream bridge and on to the Thames. 
The red dotted line D - F is not at present open to the public, 
but  I'm  delighted  to  report  that  OCC  has  secured  the 
landowner's  permission  for  a  new  right  of  way  to  be 
created.

A project plan is now 
being drawn up, with 
a fund-raising scheme 
for  the  footpath 
improvements.  An 
opportunity  for  an 
artist  or  artists  will 
then  be  advertised. 
Watch this space!



I’m also pleased to report that, as a result of feedback, the 
footbridge  along  Cassington  Road  has  been  repaired. 
Please keep up the comments on our footpaths (good or 
bad) and we will do our best to get things resolved. 

Good neighbours
Bill  and  June  are 
seeking  to  launch  a 
new  scheme  in 
Eynsham,  aimed  at 
helping  to  make  life 
easier:  especially  for 
older  people,  though 
it  could  help  all  age 
groups.

The  scheme  would 
revolve  around  a  group  of  volunteers  who  help  in  a 
number  of  ways,  such  as  collecting  a  prescription, 
befriending someone who is lonely or tidying the garden.

As Parish Council Chairman Gordon Beach confirms, the 
first thing they are looking for is a small group of people 
who  are  willing  to  help  in  planning,  setting  up  and 
running such an enterprise.

If  you  are  interested  please  post  your  name,  phone 
number and / or email address through their letter-box at 
6 High Street, or email billandjunem@talktalk.net 

Neighbourhood return

This  new  scheme, 
which  helps  find  lost 
people  with  memory 

problems, is looking for local volunteers. All you need is a 
mobile phone and it's not a regular commitment. Just call 
the Head Office on 0116 228 3118 and they will register 
you over the phone.

Local grants

• Need, hardship, distress? Eynsham Consolidated 
Charity can make money grants, help to provide 
items  or  services,  or  back  up  help  from  other 
quarters.

• Educational grants: do you qualify? Bartholomew 
Educational  Foundation makes money grants to 
people under 25 – for books, equipment, travel, 
etc. More info at Eynsham Online – Local Groups.

All enquiries are dealt with in absolute confidence. You 
can  apply,  either  for  yourself  or  for  someone  else  who 
may be in need of help. Write to the Clerk, Robin Mitchell, 
at  20  High  Street,  Eynsham  OX29  4HB,  or  email 
rnmitchell@tiscali.co.uk 

Rural crafts
Photo and story from 
Peter Ayres

Six  trainees,  mainly 
volunteers  from 
Eynsham  Allotments 
Association, spent the first weekend of November laying 
a  section  of  boundary  hedge  beside  Wharf  Road.  The 
training, by Clive Leeke from the Wychwood Project, was 
funded by Eynsham Parish Council. 

The rain on the  second morning was torrential  but  the 
hedge  layers  worked  through  it  and  members  of  the 
Wychwood Project assisted in completing the hedge. The 
centuries-old  technique  uses  no  nails,  screws  or  other 
manufactured fixing.  Many thanks to all  –  the finished 
result looks excellent.

Street planting

A  hardy  bunch  of 
volunteers  from  the 
Eynsham  Society 
planted  several  bags 
of  daffodil  bulbs 
beside  the  B4449 
eastern  bypass  one 
wet Saturday.

The  Parish  Council  has  also  given  permission  to  the 
GreenTEA food group for  cultivating  areas  around  the 
village  on a  trial  basis,  to  raise  awareness  of  local  and 
seasonal food. Thanks again to everyone involved.

MARKET SQUARE (Eleanor Chance): the tubs have been 
brightened  with  rosemary  and  other  perennial  herbs, 
under-planted with bulbs and flowers for the spring.

NEWLAND STREET / 
HAWTHORN  ROAD 
(Sue  Raikes):  a  sextet 
of  fruit  trees  on  the 
verge  will  be  ready 
for passers-by to pick 
in a few years' time. 

WITNEY ROAD Play Area (Sandy Hellig): the landscaped 
entrance has been weeded, trimmed and thinned, to allow 
the  original  plants  to  flourish.  We  have  also  planted 
autumn raspberry canes. We aim to create an outer border 
of gooseberry bushes – which will act as a mild deterrent 
to vandalism – with herbs and other edible shrubs inside.

“If  anyone  can  provide  us  with  gooseberry  trees  for  next  
autumn, please get in touch: we've other plants to swap!



Eynsham in bloom

Eynsham gardens have opened 
for  charity  since  1982  but  still 
await  a  handful  of  people 
turning up to prepare for 2013. 
Please contact Simon Harbour if 
you can help: 01865 880342.

Fishponds update
Chair Verity Hughes; next meeting 19 February 2013

A big thank you to Ivor Porter, who has built and put up 
many  bird  boxes  which  will  undoubtedly  increase  the 
number of birds breeding on the Fishponds. His annual 
bird  survey  is  now  updated  on  the  Parish  Council 
website.  As always I'd be  pleased to  hear  from anyone 
who  would  like  to  join  our  volunteer  working  parties: 
next planned dates are 20 January, 17 February, 9 March.

Pavilion award

Eynsham Parish Council has 
succeeded  in  its  bid  for  a 
grant to refurbish the kitchen 
at  the  Sports  Pavilion  on 
Oxford  Road  (Queen 
Elizabeth II Field).

The grant was awarded – against fierce competition – by 
SITA Trust, “an ethical funding organisation dedicated to 
making lasting improvements to the natural environment 
and  community  life”.  The  Trust  operates  under  the 
Landfill  Communities Fund, with funds donated by the 
recycling and resource management company SITA UK. 
The  allocation  for  2012  was  appropriately  named  the 
Queen Elizabeth II Fields Fund and sites became eligible 
to apply, once they had been dedicated as a QEII Field.

Plans  for  refurbishment  include  a  new  cooker,  storage 
space and (some) redecoration. The Council will discuss 
and plan the project with major hirers and users of the 
kitchen  area,  including  Eynsham  Art  Class  and  Road 
Runners;  and  hopes  for  completion  by  late  spring  / 
summer 2013.  Total cost of the work is expected to be in 
the  region  of  £7440  –  to  which  the  SITA  Trust  is 
contributing £5300.

Planning update
Chair Dennis Stukenbroeker; next meeting 12 February 2013

The Parish Council has submitted a detailed commentary 
on West Oxfordshire's draft Local Plan – and especially on 
its implications for the Eynsham / Woodstock sub-area in 
terms  of  housing,  employment,  transport,  environment 
and infrastructure. Read it in full at Eynsham Online.

Space for sport

Bartholomew  School  is  in  line  for  £150,000  towards  a 
floodlit  multi-use  games  area  (MUGA).  The  Parish 
Council has recommended the award to West Oxfordshire 
District Council, subject to planning permission within 6 
months;  completion by the  end of  2014;  and a  suitable 
joint use agreement.

As explained in the last  Echo, the funds were earmarked 
for an all-weather pitch “or other recreational facilities” as 
part of the developer contribution which came with the 
planning permission for new housing in the village. After 
careful consideration of four proposals, the Parish Council 
concluded  that  the  Bartholomew  application  offers  the 
widest potential benefit to users.

The school proposes  “a synthetic sports pitch of sand-filled  
artificial grass, allowing e.g. two pitches for playing netball or  
tennis or one for five-a-side football”.

• The pitch will be floodlit, with perimeter fencing, 
and sited at the Witney Road end of the school’s 
400m running track (which will  be  relocated to 
other pitches west of Witney Road). 

• Bookings  and  management  of  the  facility  for 
community use will be via the Sports Centre. 

• The school has undertaken to contribute £47,000 
on associated infrastructure improvements.

The pitch will be sited north of the Evans Block, off Witney Road

There is also the possibility to free up capacity within the 
Sports  Hall,  by  transferring  some  existing  users  to  the 
MUGA; and income generated will pay for maintenance 
and replacement as required in future.

The Parish Council has resumed discussions on funding 
the  proposals  from  the  Cricket  Club  and  the  Primary 
School; decisions will be reported at Eynsham Online.



Eynsham Fire Station
Retained Support Officer Jon Hardy:  
07831 174524

We are  looking  for  people  living  or 
working  in  Eynsham,  who  want  a 
fulfilling  part-time  job  that  really 
makes a difference.

• Help your community in a direct, practical way
• Train as an emergency services professional
• Enjoy working in a team – please get in touch.

This is not a voluntary job; you will be paid for your service.

News in brief

Last year's  Poppy  Collection  raised  £4084.33  including 
£500 RBL donation from Carnival, £500 from Scouts' cake 
sales  and  £467  Remembrance  Sunday  collection  at  St 
Leonard's. Thanks to all who contributed in any way.

SEASONAL 'FLU JABS: It's not too late to minimise the 
risk of 'flu this winter – save possible complications too! 
Call Eynsham surgery for an appointment: 01865 881206.

School travel plan

Eynsham  Community  Primary 
School  Council,  made  up  of  a 
representative  from  each  class, 
is working on a plan to improve 
the  safety  and  environmental 
impact of travel to school.

Council will use an `ideas pack´ 
from OCC's school travel team, plus specific ideas of their 
own, to improve traffic, parking and safety. Of course this 
will depend on co-operation, as no one can be forced to 
change their travel arrangements.

“We already have guidelines on walking, cycling and scooting  
to  school.  We regularly  suggest  that  people  park  away from  
school and walk the final stretch. We also advertise a one-way  
system  around  Millmoor  Crescent  and  Beech  Road,  to  ease  
congestion.

“We  shall  be  liaising  with  other  users  of  our  site  as  well.  
Hopefully  we  can  work  together,  and  with  the  `buy-in´  of  
parents and carers, ease the situation.”

Your District Councillors
• Edward James: 01865 731009
• Peter Kelland: 01865 880028
• Larry Poole: 01865 375130

Your County Councillor
• Charles Mathew: 01865 882205

Your Parish Councillors
Richard Andrews 17 Dovehouse Close 01865 880106
Gordon Beach (Chairman) 11 Fruitlands 01865 880979
Andrew Bickley Orchard House, Mill Street 01865 884496
Sue Brown 1 Evans Close 01865 464267
Peter Emery 5 Acre End Close 01865 731199
Verity Hughes 24 Beech Road 01865 880243
Andy Mosson 46 Spareacre Lane 01865 880889
Sue Osborne 38 Beech Road 01865 880285
Nick Relph 26 Newland Street 01865 464264
David Rossiter (Vice-Chair) 
5 Bartholomew Close

01865 881568

Paul Staley 6 Merton Close 01865 881807
Dennis Stukenbroeker 12 Orchard Close 01865 880609
Paul Wilding 9 Beech Road 01865 423556
Fred Wright 15 Cassington Road 01865 881496
Email formula: firstname.lastname@eynsham-pc.gov.uk

Fancy a challenge?

Following Jackie Tinson's resignation due to family and 
work commitments, the Parish Council plans to co-opt a 
new member at its February meeting. 

You may be eligible to become a councillor if you are over 
18 years old and on the electoral register (voters' list); or if 
you  have  lived  in  the  parish,  or  within  3  miles  of  the 
parish, for at least 12 months; or if your place of work for 
the last 12 months is in the parish.

Please  write  if  you're  interested, 
giving details  of  relevant  experience 
and why you wish to be a councillor. 
Feel  free  to  get  in  touch  for  an 
informal chat: 

Parish  Clerk  Malcolm  Anderson  13 
Bailey Road, Oxford OX4 3HU: 01865 
716943 or clerk@eynsham-pc.gov.uk

Closing date for applications is 12:00 on 25 January 2013.


