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Eynsham Parish Council 
An extract from the Chairman’s report 2011 – 2012 
The year started with 
celebrations for the 
Royal Wedding, and 
many residents held 
street parties, and in 
only a few weeks we 
will again be holding 
events around the 
village for the Jubilee.  
 
Traffic 
The Police carried out a number of activities relating to 
speeding around the village. We continue to work with 
the Neighbourhood Action Group in targeting areas of 
the village where this remains a problem.   
Richard O’Conner and his team have not only carried 
out their various duties, but have become an integral 
part of the village. Helen in particular has undertaken a 
number of activities, including the recent ‘pimp my bike’ 
event. Levels of anti-social behaviour have dropped 
during the year, but I know Richard and the team would 
like you to continue reporting any small pockets of 
activity. I would ask residents to ring the Police, and 
report any incidents. Please use the new 101 number 
when appropriate.    
Parking on pavements still is an issue and we continue 
to work with both the Police and West Oxfordshire 
District Council.    
 
Leisure Facilities 
The facilities we provide in the Oxford Road area 
continue to see heavy usage. The wheeled sports (roller 
blades, skates and skateboarding) site is constantly busy 
and the kick wall remains popular with a wide range of 
users. Plans to refurbish this area are currently at the 
stage of reviewing tenders and work should start in the 
coming months.   
Lettings at the Pavilion have improved since last year, 
but remain below the level we would like. If you know 
anyone who would like to hire the building please let us 
know. The toilet facilities on the North side of Oxford 
Road continue to suffer attacks of vandalism; any help 
from residents to identify the culprits would be greatly 
appreciated.    

We hope to spend some more money at the Old Witney 
Road play area, although this has been delayed whilst 
the major project at Oxford Road has progressed. The 
funds have now been allocated, so watch this space.   
The refurbished Dovehouse ‘Come and Play’ area has 
been a huge success, and thanks to help from local 
residents some early anti-social activities have been 
stopped.    
 
Village Hall 
The hall continues to thrive; I 
would thank all those involved 
for all their efforts in not only 
running this village facility, but 
for the excellent condition of the 
whole building. I visit a number 
of village halls and we can be 
justly proud of ours, and the way 
in which it is respected by users.  
 
Fish Ponds 
Verity and her teams of volunteers have continued to 
spend many hours improving and maintaining the site. 
A big thanks to the Road Runners, who have provided 
some much needed man, and lady, power to improve 
one of the paths around this wonderful asset for the 
village.   
 
Finance 
The parish precept has remained at a similar level to last 
year, but as you will see from your recent bill, the new 
houses have meant that we are all paying a little less. 
This reflects some prudent housekeeping, but should 
still leave us with a budget to cover the costs of our on-
going projects to make the village a better place in which 
to live. 
 
Planning 
We await the West Oxfordshire 
District Council Local 
Development Framework 
having made a number of 
representations early last year. 
Thanks are due to Dennis 
Stukenbroeker and the Planning Committee for all their 
work.  



 
Finally 
As you can see from this brief report it has been another 
busy year. As always I am very grateful to all members 
for the work they have undertaken during the last 
twelve months. You are still very welcome to come to 
our monthly meetings and contribute your thoughts on 
any items on the Agenda. If you would like to raise a 
new issue, then please contact the Clerk, and it can be 
added to the Agenda for the next meeting.  
Last May Margaret Jones, Adrienne Beavis and Marion 
Sheppard decided not to stand again. All three had 
made a valuable contribution not only to the main 
council, but to a number of committees. I would thank 
them for the help they gave the council over a number of 
years. Recently Alan Collett has also resigned as he is no 
longer able to combine his role with his work we are 
sorry to lose him.  
Support from villagers for the Parish Council is always 
very welcome, and whilst I am sure that we do not 
always get things right, we are happy to listen to views 
at any time, which will help us to make the village a 
better place. The results at the Youth Club this year have 
shown what can be achieved. Funding was cut, but in 
collaboration with Bartholomew School we have seen 
what I believe is an improved service for our young 
people. The probation service has continued to 
undertake valuable work around the village, which has 
meant that we have been able to stretch scare resources a 
little further. The work of groups such as the Road 
Runners has been greatly appreciated, and there is little 
doubt we would have struggled to find the money to 
pay for the work they so kindly undertook on our 
behalf. Enjoy the Jubilee Events, if you have your own 
street party, or join us in the square for the big lunch, 
which the three churches are organising on the Sunday.    
Gordon Beach 
 

Do you want to get more involved 
in your village? 
Eynsham Parish Council has a vacancy for a Parish 
Councillor following the recent resignation of Alan 
Collett and plans to co-opt a new member at its June 
meeting. The closing date for applications is 12:00 on 21 
May 2012. To qualify as a Parish Councillor you must be: 
Over 18 and  
• A local government elector in the parish or  
• An owner or tenant in the parish for the last 12 

months or  
• Have worked in the parish for the last 12 months or  
• Have lived within 3 miles of the parish boundary for 

the last 12 months. 
For more information or to discuss the vacancy please 
contact the Clerk – The details are on the back page. 
 

The Queen’s Diamond Jubilee 
celebrations in Eynsham Part 1… 
 

SUNDAY 3RD JUNE 2012 1-5PM 
EYNSHAM PARISH COUNCIL, IN CONJUNCTION 

WITH 
THE THREE EYNSHAM CHURCHES, INVITES ALL 

EYNSHAM RESIDENTS TO JOIN IN ‘THE BIG 
LUNCH’ 

A ‘BRING AND SHARE’ LUNCH TO BE HELD IN 
THE VILLAGE CENTRE AND RED LION GROUNDS  

 
FOR ALL THE FAMILY! 

 
BRING A NEIGHBOUR AND SHARE YOUR MEAL 

SOME TABLES WILL BE PROVIDED OR BRING 
YOUR OWN 

 
EYNSHAM MORRIS WILL PERFORM - STALLS  

TAKE A LOOK AT THE EYNSHAM FIRE ENGINE 
 

FREE AFTERNOON TEA & CAKES  
PLEASE BRING YOUR OWN MUG! 

 
 

… And part 2 
 

 
Monday 4TH June at approximately 10pm  
The three Eynsham churches invite you to 

The beacon lighting ceremony 
followed by  

A singsong of British & traditional songs 
In Eynsham square 

 

 
Eynsham Directory 2012 Diamond 
Jubilee edition 
A Diamond Jubilee edition of the 
Eynsham Directory will be out next 
month – with details of all your 
local businesses, clubs & classes 
and public sector services in one 
handy guide – thanks to funding 
from the Parish Council. It will be 
available from mid-May in all the usual outlets – 
Eynsham Library, Post Office, Surgery etc. If you know 
one of your neighbours has difficulties in getting out, 
please pick up a copy for them as well. 
 



 
Eynsham online – the results are in 
Visits to Eynsham Online continue to rise. The total for 
2011 was 135,960 - up over 58% on the figure for 2010. 
Visits last June reached the dizzy height of 550 a day, 
though the overall average of 372.49 visits a day is more 
than pleasing. The new ‘menu’ system installed last 
December has been very well received but comments, 
suggestions and contributions are as welcome as ever.  
In the coming year we hope to make it much easier for 
local organisations and individuals to post their own 
images and information – especially in the Diary section 
– to ensure the website remains a genuine community 
resource. 
 

Footpaths 
As it is the 60th anniversary of the original parish path 
surveys that created the first Definitive Map as well as 
Her Majesty’s Diamond Jubilee the Footpaths 
Committee have agreed to take part in a pilot of the 
‘Double Diamond Jubilee Footpaths Project’ for 
Oxfordshire County Council.  The aim of the project is to 
compile a comprehensive record of the footpath network 
in Oxfordshire in 2012. It will show images of surface 
changes, footpath furniture, way marker posts, etc., with 
a view to help preserve part of our heritage as well as to 
assist with surveys, protection of the network, and 
potentially to provide support when enforcement action 
might be necessary.  
As well as this pilot project, the Committee members are 
walking all of the parish footpaths over the spring and 
summer in order to report any problems with the 
condition of the paths, including excess undergrowth, 
obstructions, damage, etc. As usual, we welcome 
feedback and input from residents and will follow up 
anything which might be raised. 
 

Hello to Everyone 
My name is Jon Hardy and I am the 
new Retained Support Officer for 
Eynsham, based at Eynsham Fire 
Station. My role is extremely varied 
but a major aspect is working with the 
local community and helping to 
deliver our safety messages. Locally I 

have been getting involved in a number of projects 
including recently the excellent ‘Pimp my Bike’ event. I 
very much look forward to helping to promote safety 
issues within the local community. Please check out 
Oxfordshire Fire and Rescue ‘365 Alive’ website with 
information on Fire and Road Safety for young and old 
alike. http://www.365alive.co.uk 

Litter    
In October 2012 we begin our 5th year 
of litter picking. We have around 20 
regular litter pickers and are grateful to 
them all. But there really should be no 
need for a group like ours to exist if 
only every one binned it. 
In the last four years we have removed about 350 bags of 
litter, along with numerous other items. 
• Cassington Road seems to be the place for drinkers: 

on our last visit we picked up 7 bags of mainly 
alcohol cans and bottles, barely a month since the 
previous pick up. 

• There are also fly tippers, including someone who 
regularly dumps tyres. All fly tipping is reported to 
WODC. 

• Discarded doggy poo bags are much reduced, since 
most dog walking areas are well provided with dog 
waste bins and rubbish bins, but still too many are 
left in hedgerows around the Playing Fields and 
Fishponds. 

We meet on the last Sunday of the winter months from 
October-March (except December). So why not come 
and join us? We are a friendly group and end up having 
a nice cup of tea and a chat afterwards. Under 14s are 
welcome but must be accompanied by an adult. 
Thanks go to the Eynsham Baptist Church for use of the 
Church Hall and to the Rotary Club of Eynsham for 
their help and support. Diary date: Sunday 28 October 
13:45-15:30 Baptist Church Hall - all welcome. Contact 
Eileen Mace: 01865 880393 
 

Eynsham Allotment Association 
This has been a productive 
year for the Allotment 
Association. All plots are let 
and with a very few 
exceptions are extremely well 
maintained and produce a 
wonderful range of 
vegetables, fruit, and some 
flowers.  In the last year 14 
new members joined the Association as plots became 
vacant. There is a current waiting list of 13 people and 
110 plot holders. The overall site is maintained by the 
members at the regular working party afternoons. We 
were very pleased to be successful in a grant application 
to the Co-op Community fund for gravel to fill in the 
ruts in the communal pathways running down each 
allotment field.  We look forward to joining the 
Wychwood project in a working party to lay the hedge 
on the Wharf Rd side of the Allotments. This project has 
been funded by the Parish Council.  The Association was 
sorry to lose the outgoing chair, Heather Horner and 
Secretary, Bram Hauer, both of whom had served the 
Association for a number of years, and will be missed.  



Local Surgery - Closures for training 
Eynsham Medical Centre 
and Long Hanborough 
Surgery, along with all other 
surgeries in the West 
Oxfordshire area, will be 
closed for staff and doctor training on the 12th June. 
Please note a previously advertised closure date of 10th 
May has since been cancelled 
On June 12th the surgeries will close at 13:30 and remain 
closed until 18:30. Urgent medical cover will be 
provided by the Out of Hours service. Please ring your 
usual surgery telephone number for contact details: 
Eynsham 01865 881206 or Long Hanborough 01993 
881330.     
 

Recycling continues to increase   

Recycling levels in Oxfordshire are once again on the up 
with the county set to break the 60 per cent mark. 
While figures for the full financial year are a few months 
Last year saw the introduction of new collection systems 
in a number of districts. As a result Oxfordshire passed 
the 50 per cent mark for the first time, meaning the 
county’s residents recycled and composted more than 
they threw away. Chairman of Oxfordshire Waste 
Partnership Cllr Lorraine Lindsay-Gale said: ‘It is a 
credit to everyone across the county that Oxfordshire is 
recognised as one of the top recycling areas in the UK. 
With a national recycling average of just over 40 per 
cent, it’s clear that we’re well ahead of the game when it 
comes to sorting our rubbish’. 
 

Bartholomew Players new production 
The Bartholomew Players 
next production will take 
place in Eynsham Village 
Hall over 4 nights from 
Wednesday 9 to Saturday 
12 May inclusive at 7.45pm,  
(the doors open  7.15pm).  
Tickets are £7.50 (£6.50) from Evenlode DIY, 
orchrd@aol.com, or on the door.  
The Bartholomew Players will perform a Spring Double 
Bill. ‘The Real Inspector Hound’, written by Tom 
Stoppard in 1961/62, shows this deeply clever writer at 
his zany best.  
 

 
The second half will feature two short plays by another 
stellar playwright – Alan Ayckbourn.   
 ‘Mother Figure’ and ‘A Talk in the Park’.  
 Contact for queries: Debi Lisburne on 
lisburne@gmail.com 
 

Need, Hardship or Distress? 
The Eynsham Consolidated Charity can make money 
grants, help to provide items or services, or back up help 
from other quarters. 
Educational grants – do you qualify? The Bartholomew 
Educational Foundation makes money grants to people 
under 25 - for books, equipment, travel, etc. 
You can apply, either for yourself or for someone else 
who may be in need of help. Write to Robin Mitchell, at 
20, High Street, Eynsham (OX29 4HB), or email at 
rnmitchell@tiscali.co.uk. All enquiries are dealt with in 
absolute confidence. 
 
Your Parish Councillors 
Mr Gordon BEACH (Chairman)  01865 880979  
Mr David ROSSITER (Vice-Chairman)  01865 881568 
Mr Richard ANDREWS    01865 880106  
Mr Andrew BICKLEY   01865 884496  
Ms Sue BROWN   01865 464267 
Mr Alan COLLETT   07505 137564 
Mr Peter EMERY   01865 731199 
Mrs Verity HUGHES   01865 880243 
Mr Andy MOSSON   01865 880889 
Ms Sue OSBORNE   01865 880285 
Mr Nick RELPH   01865 464264 
Mr Paul STALEY   01865 881807 
Mr Dennis STUKENBROEKER  01865 880609 
Ms Jackie TINSON   01865 880830 
Dr Fred WRIGHT   01865 881496 
 
Your County Councillor 
Charles Mathew:    01865 882205 
 
Your District Councillors 
Peter Kelland     01865 880028 
Larry Poole     01865 375130 
 

Notice Boards & Echo deliveries 
We need volunteers to deliver the Echo please!  
A small payment is made for Echo delivery. For more 
information please contact the Clerk. 
 
 

                The copy deadline for the next issue is 10th September 2012. Please note that items submitted after the deadline will not be included.  
Contributions should be sent to Parish Clerk Malcolm Anderson, 13 Bailey Road, Oxford, OX4 3HU  
Tel: 01865 716943 or email: clerk@eynsham-pc.gov.uk       
Lots more information and updates at Eynsham Online: www.eynsham-pc.gov.uk 
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