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The following is a brief report on the progress that Bartholomew School has made in the last year 
 
The Eynsham Partnership Academy 
The primary aim of Bartholomew School, as a lead partner in the Eynsham Partnership Academy (EPA), is to 
ensure that we develop in our students a deep and sustained passion for learning, alongside the academic and 
character skills necessary to achieve their ambitions and to prepare them for opportunities, responsibilities and 
experiences of later life as global citizens and future leaders. 
 
The values and aims of the EPA can be summarised as follows: Raising aspirations, Promoting thinking, 
Developing leaders, Building Community, Ensuring well-being, Celebrating diversity and Embracing the future. 
 
This year has seen us develop and improve in all sorts of areas, rapidly addressing areas of need and concern, 
building stronger support networks, working together on improving learning and teaching, ensuring all schools are 
supported and assisted in areas they need to be, aiming to provide the best possible education for all the pupils 
and students in our community 
 
Bartholomew Academic Performance 
Summer 2015 provided some more outstanding examination results at both KS4 and KS5 
 
KS4 
GCSE results were some of the best we have ever achieved, and put us within the top 20% of state schools 
nationally. Due to this we have been rewarded by the SSAT with an award which we will be collecting in London 
in May. 
 
KS5 
Similarly, results at A Level were also strong. AS results were exceptional and A2 results were our strongest for a 
good while. 90% of our students went on to University with 65% going to Russell Group Universities. 
 
This does not mean that we are complacent in our levels of performance. As in any school, the summer 
examination results highlighted areas that needed to be improved further and we have been working very hard 
over the year to address these small areas of underperformance. 
 
Bartholomew Music, Art, Sport, Drama and Computing 
 
Bartholomew - Music 

The Armed Man (“A Mass for Peace “ ) was a wonderful performance in March 2016. For the students to perform 
to such a high standard in such a short space of practice time was phenomenal. It will remain in the minds of 
people who attended for many years to come and the five minute standing ovation was rightly deserved. 
 
Bartholomew - Art 
 

The “Big Draw “is an Arts charity project that promotes visual literacy. During October 2015 we hosted a Big 
Draw event which involved all the EPA Primary schools. It was a huge success and I know that the pupils involved 
gained a lot from the experience 
 
Bartholomew Sport 
 

Basketball has continued to be very popular this year. As well as a very successful boys’ team, we have a flourishing 

girls’ team who are one of the best teams in the County. 
 
 
 



 

 

Bartholomew Drama 
 
The Christmas Carol proved to be a wonderful performance, and was a further example of the Drama and Music 
departments working together to produce a week of excellent shows. 
 

“Arts “in the school is in a very strong position, and we look forward to more performances in the near future. 
 
Bartholomew Computing 
 
We have been keen to develop the Computing skills of students within the school. As part of our very popular 

Computing course we entered students into a competition to develop a piece of Music on the Raspberry – Pi. One 
of our Year 9 students won the 14-16 category and will now find his Music travelling to the International Space 
Station to be listened to by Tim Peake. The local media have been very interested and we have had the BBC and 
the local press running stories over the past week. 
 
Bartholomew and new buildings 
 
The school has been growing steadily for the last 10 years from 950 students in 2005 to what will be almost 1250 
in September 2016.  
 
New 8 classroom block 
 

In 2014, to account for student growth, we bid for additional place funding and gained £1.8m to put together with 
some Section 106 developer funding so that we could build an 8 classroom block to accommodate the increased 

school population in a project that will total £2.2 million of building and a further £0.3 million of furnishings and 
fittings. This was completed by October 2015. 
 
Sixth Form Building 
 
We have saved enough capital funding to plan for a new Sixth Form building on the old swimming pool site that 

will provide study space for Sixth Form when they are in school – and an additional examination centre when they 

are not. This £750,000 project should be completed for October 2016 
 
Maths Tower Block 
 
During 2017 work should be commencing on either a full refurbishment or new build of the Maths Tower Block. 
This is a very exciting development and will mean that this area will be totally transformed by 2018. We are hopeful 
that alongside the development of the Mathematics area, the work will also incorporate the redevelopment of the 
ICT offices and the reception areas which will not only be far more visually appealing but also ensure a better use 
of space. 
 
Bartholomew School Improvement Plan 2016-2018 
 
We have been very busy consulting on the next two years of the schools development. We have generated the 
following areas under which priorities for development will be sited: 
 

 Effectiveness of Leadership, Management and Governance 

 Quality of Teaching, Learning and Assessment 

 Outcomes for Pupils 

 Personal Development, Behaviour, Ethos and Welfare 

 Sixth Form provision 
 
Our work with the local community is an area that I am very keen to develop. If you think there are things that we 
should or could be doing then please come in and see us to talk about them. 
 
Finally I would like to thank all in the village for their continued support and patience.  We recognise the School 
and its students are not perfect, but we are trying to play a central role in the community of the villages we serve.   


