
EYNSHAM COMMUNITY PRIMARY SCHOOL – 2015/16
Annual Report of the School Governors

GOVERNING BODY

Vacancies for governors have been filled in the last year by Jane Hale and Don Stowell. Joy Evans 
joined us briefly but then had to resign for personal reasons. This means that we now have only 
one vacancy, for a Director-appointed governor, and we are actively seeking interested individuals 
with the right skills, and availability. Kirstie McKenzie-McHarg continues as Chair of Governors, 
and is well supported by Paul Davies (Vice-Chair and Chair of the Curriculum & Standards 
committee), Paul Wilding (Chair of the Communication, Community, Ethos & Behaviour 
committee) and Don Stowell (Chair of the Resources committee). The majority of the work of the 
governing body is now conducted at committee level and reported to the full Governing Body. 

Governors have taken an active role in the strategic development of their own Governing Body this 
year, completing a ‘Healthcheck’ in March 2015 and again in March 2016, with clear improvements 
in our self-ratings. The governing body has also been actively contributing to the strategic 
development of the school, co-forming a ‘Strategic Group’ of senior leaders from the School, and 
the Chairs of the Governing Body.

Members of the Governing Body continue to visit the school regularly both on an informal and a 
formal basis and such visits are now recorded and highlighted. This year the governing body have 
their own Local Development Plan, and formal monitoring visits are linked to this and to the 
School Development Plan. This year each committee has highlighted a particular focus or need 
linked to their remit and has been actively monitoring these identified areas.

SCHOOL DEVELOPMENT

The school continues to show positive development. Academic results continue to be a central 
focus, with a new Maths programme introduced this year. There have been many exciting ‘WOW’ 
days, thoroughly enjoyed by the children and linked to identified topics. The benefits of being 
linked as an Academy to the rest of the Eynsham Partnership are becoming clearer and there is 
much closer working between Eynsham Primary and the other schools in the Multi-Academy 
Trust, which include Bartholomew. Children across the primary are now attending special days at 
Bartholomew School for sport, gymnastics and music, and there have been a number of inter-
school events within the MAT. The School’s longstanding Deputy Head Mrs Janet Thomas will be 
leaving at the end of this term and an active search is under way for an outstanding candidate to 
take her place.

SCHOOL FINANCES

The School continues to benefit from being within a MAT as we now have strong support from 
Mike Lawes, the Chief Financial Officer of the MAT, and from the appointment of Lisa Denbow, 
School Manager. We carried a surplus forward into this academic year and have been able to carry 
out some internal building works which have provided the children with more traditional 
classrooms in some areas of the school.



WORK TO FRONT OF SCHOOL – safeguarding

The money to complete this, won in an open competition with other schools, was reported last 
year. The work is now complete with the front of the school fenced in, and the car park safely 
separated from pedestrian thoroughfares. Children are now able to utilise the land at the front of 
the school during break times, and also for learning activities.

SCHOOL EVALUATION

The School has chosen to engage in a range of externally moderated activities this year in order to 
ensure that it is continuing to develop in the right direction. Mr Stuart Ransom attended the School 
on a number of occasions this year to meet with senior leaders and governors, and to examine 
school data. Mr Bob Pattenden also came in to meet with senior leaders and governors. Both have 
provided verbal and written feedback which supports the school’s development and provides 
ideas for future directions. These reports have underlined positive progress, highlighted the strong 
leadership in the school and provided support for the strong working relationships already in 
place between the School and its Governing Body.

School Governors as at 31 March 2016 are as follows:

Governor Appointed by
Ann-Marie Roisin Director-appointed Governor
Alan Brown Parent Governor
Richard Sonley Director-Appointed Governor
Cath Barrett Staff Governor, non-teaching
Kirstie McKenzie-McHarg Parent Governor (Chair)
Paul Davies Parent Governor (Vice-Chair)
Jane Osborne Director-Appointed Governor
Tom Prentice Staff Governor, teaching
Jane Hale Director-Appointed Governor
Don Stowell Director-Appointed Governor
Catherine Atherstone Parent Governor
Paul Wilding Parent Governor
Ian Moore Head Teacher – ex officio

1 vacancy (to be filled) Director-appointed Governors

The School website www.eynsham.oxon.sch.uk provides more detailed information.

KIRSTIE MCKENZIE-MCHARG
Chair of Governors, March 2016


