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Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting for Eynsham 
held on Tuesday 25 April 2017 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall 

 
Present: Gordon Beach (Chairman), Rachel Faulkner (Parish Clerk) 
Parish Councillors:  Tricia Crowley, Jane Baldwin, Sue Brown, Katy Crowe, Ross Macken, 
Richard Andrews, Nick Relph, Dennis Stukenbroeker, Andrew Bickley and Andy Mosson   
Oxfordshire County Councillor Charles Mathew 
West Oxfordshire District Councillors Peter Emery and Edward James. 
24 members of the public and local organisations. 
Chairman’s Welcome 
The Chairman welcomed all those present to the Annual Parish Meeting and thanked them 
for their attendance.  
   
1. Apologies for Absence 
Eynsham Parish Councillors: Dr Mark Zumbuhl.  WODC District Councillor: Peter Kelland 
 

2. Minutes of the Previous Meeting - The minutes of the meeting of 26 April 2016 were agreed 
as accurate. 
 

3. Matters Arising from the previous Minutes -  None 
 

4. Notification of any other business –  
Cigarette butts 
Parking 
 

5. Parish Council Chairman’s Report – the Chairman’s report was tabled.  The Chairman 
expressed his concerns regarding the lack of response by West Oxfordshire District Council 
to the questions raised by residents at the public meeting regarding housing development in 
and around the village. 
The chairman also expressed concern about the proposals for the A40 and Park and Ride 
scheme. 
He assured residents that the Parish Council would continue to seek answers from the 
County and District councillors regarding these matters. 
A question was raised regarding the timing and status of the Neighbourhood Plan. 
 
6. Financial Report – a copy of the unaudited accounts for 2016/17 had been circulated. 
 

7. Police Report – A report had been circulated in the packs and a verbal report was given 
by PCSO Helen Keen and is available on the village website.  She reassured residents that the 
PCSOs would still be based in the Village Hall. 
A resident reported that due to the bus service cuts more cars are now parking in the village, 
the car parks are full and on street parking has increased. 
Helen reported that there are parking attendants that serve the village although they also 
look after other villages.  The police are no longer able to issue parking tickets to cars parked 
on double yellow lines. 
The chairman reported that he had been doing some work researching parking issues to try 
and ascertain exactly what the problem is as there was a lot of speculation and anecdotal 
evidence about drivers using parking spaces all day and catching the bus into Oxford.  

Eynsham Annual Parish Meeting - 24 April 2018 - Page 2



 2

Ross Macken suggested that one solution might be to encourage drivers to use the Pavilion 
car park as it is generally empty during the week.  He asked whether it might be possible to 
move the bus stop nearer to the Pavilion to make this a more attractive option. 
 
Professor Dowling asked whether the person who perpetrated an armed robbery at the coop 
had been caught.  Helen reported that the person had not yet been identified. 
 
8. Fire Service Report – The report had been tabled and made available in the Annual 
Parish report and on the village website. 
 

9. Oxfordshire County Councillor Charles Mathew tabled his report and it is available on 
the website. 
Peter Emery asked about the recent figures published by OCC regarding their accounts.  He 
expressed concern regarding the reported underspend of £2.2m on the roads. 
A resident asked about the savings that OCC suggest could be made by forming a unitary 
authority.  Cllr Mathew said that he felt that £60m was a conservative estimate.  
A resident asked about the exact location for the proposed Park and Ride.  Cllr Mathew said 
that the proposal was for a 500 place car park situated west of Cuckoo Lane.   
A resident asked what Cllr Mathew’s views are regarding a reversible bus lane.  Cllr Mathew 
said that he continued to ask for a report from council officers regarding traffic movements. 
  
10. West Oxfordshire District Councillors’ Report.   A report from Cllr Emery was available 
in the pack and is available on the website.  Cllr James spoke about the roles of the three 
District Councillors.  His report will be made available on the website.  
A resident of Abbey Street expressed concerns about the increase of cigarette butts on Abbey 
Street, Lombard Street and outside the Red Lion.   She asked if the street cleansing could be 
increased to clear this problem up.  Cllr Emery and Cllr James said they would report back to 
their committees. 
A number of residents expressed concerns regarding the mess around the Red Lion.  Mr 
Beach said that he would be talking to the owners of the Red Lion later in the week and 
would raise the issued with them. 
A resident asked why the questions put to the officers of WODC regarding future 
developments.  Cllrs Emery and James said that they shared the frustrations of residents and 
would continue to press for answers.  Cllr Emery encouraged residents to attend the meeting 
on 9th May at Wood Green to discuss the Local Plan. 
Professor Dowling asked about the proposed new link road to the west of the village.  Cllr 
Emery said that the Local Plan currently supported the link road.  Cllr Beach reported that 
the Parish Council and the Neighbourhood Plan did not support the proposal and felt that it 
would be opening up this area for much larger proposals for housing growth. 
Cllr Mathew said that he felt the proposed link road would be used as a rat run.   
 
 

11. Eynsham Community Primary School Report and Bartholomew School –  reports had 
been received from the Primary School and Bartholomew School and are available on the 
website.  Professor Dowling congratulated the Primary School on the recent works taken 
place.  Bartholomew School is in the top 3% of the country for progress in A-level results.  45 
primary schools feed into the Bartholomew School. 
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12.  Eynsham Consolidated Charity and the Bartholomew Educational Foundation.  
Reports had been received and are available on the website. 
 
13. Playing Field Managers’ Association – The report has been received and is available on 
the website. 
 
14. Eynsham Village Hall Management Committee Report – The report had been received 
and is available on the website.  It has been decided that the Community Day would be held 
every two years so there would not be one in 2017.   The chairman was asked how much of a 
saving was being made since the installation of the solar panels.  Roy reported a saving of 
around 20%. 
  

15. Allotments Association Report – A report had been tabled and is available on the 
website.  Mr Bickley reported to the meeting that the deer fencing has now been installed due 
to a grant from Tesco.   
 

16. Neighbourhood Plan – Eynsham Futures. 
A health check of the Neighbourhood Plan was being undertaken by an independent 
inspector.  Following this the plan will be put out for a six week consultation before being 
examine by the Inspector who might suggest some amendments to the plan.   
The plan would be put to a referendum in the autumn and all residents will be given the 
opportunity to vote on whether to adopt it. 
 
 

17. Any other business. 
 

The Chairman thanked everyone present for their attendance. 
 

The meeting closed at 9.06pm  
 

Signed:        Dated:    
 

Items for the Council to consider:- None 
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Eynsham Parish Council 
 

Chairman’s Report 2017 – 2018 
 

 
It is with some sadness that I read my report from last year and reflect on how badly treated the 
village has been by both Oxfordshire County Council and West Oxfordshire District Council over 
the past twelve months. It is extremely disappointing to see that residents have not been listened to 
when raising concerns about both expansion of the village to the west and north and the Park & 
Ride on the A40. Both local authorities have made no effort to address excellent points raised by 
residents and support from our local Member of Parliament has also been sadly lacking.   
 
Neighbourhood Plan and Western and Northern Extensions 
 
Work on the Neighbourhood Plan was completed and the final document was submitted to WODC. 
I would again like to thank the Group who have worked so hard to produce this plan against an ever 
changing Local Plan and particularly as WODC has at times been less than helpful, would might 
even say obstructive. The Plan is now being considered by the Inspector, a process which has taken 
much longer than we would have wished and we await her comments with interest.  
 
Like many residents we remain disturbed by the manner in which WODC dumped their idea for a 
“Garden Village” on us with no consultation and a clear objective to undermine our Neighbourhood 
Plan. In the Local Plan enquiry in July, they finally admitted that this development would not be 
separate from Eynsham as they originally promised, but would be a “distinct” part of the village. 
They subsequently changed their Local Plan to say that it would only be separate from Hanborough 
and Freeland. The proposed scheme does not appear to meet the requirements of the Government 
for a Garden Village and certainly the guidance makes it very clear that there should be local 
consultation and support. In addition, it is now very clear that WODC have made little attempt to 
understand the area they propose to allocate and their Local Plan document tries to dismiss many of 
the objections which we and others have to this scheme.   
 
Many of you will have attended the Public Meetings we held on the 5th December 2016. In fact, the 
turnout of between two and three hundred shows the level of concern. At the December meeting, 
the Leader of WODC sat on a panel to hear your questions and despite us chasing on a number of 
occasions, we are still waiting for answers. I know that many of you drew your own conclusions 
about the performance of Cllr Mills on the evening and I thank you for letting me know by email, 
telephone and stopping me in the street. For the past twelve months we have continued to press for 
the commitments given to residents at that meeting to be honoured and I regret to report that 
nothing has been forthcoming. I would urge you all to write to Cllr James Mills and press our case, 
but do not be too disappointed if you receive no response. Copies of your emails and letters would 
be very welcome as we build our continued objections to their plans. 
 
The A40 and Park & Ride 
 
As I reported last year, this has been a major challenge. Again, I know many of you responded to 
the consultation and I thank you for all your support. Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) still seem 
determined to spend £37m on this scheme to provide a Park & Ride and one way bus lane in the 
direction of Oxford, despite the fact that many people have pointed out how flawed the plan is. 
They are now in the process of preparing a “Business Case” for central Government to consider if 
the money they are seeking should be made available. We still consider this whole project to be a 
vanity scheme at OCC and a complete waste of money. We await the Business Case (promised for 
May) with interest and have already asked our Local Member of Parliament to secure us a meeting 
with Chris Grayling in order that we can demonstrate how flawed this plan is.   
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In the interim, OCC continue to spend the £3.2m they are gambling on getting approval. Their own 
Cabinet papers admit that they are at risk of not getting this money back and I regret to say that it 
may well be residents of Oxfordshire who will ultimately have to pay a very heavy price for this 
folly.   
 
We still believe, and have seen no evidence to the contrary, that the proposed Park & Ride is in the 
wrong place, that a one way bus lane will make little or no difference to the traffic flow from 
Cassington to the Wolvercote roundabout, and in fact the scheme will make matters worse west 
bound. The proposal by Witney Town Council that the Park & Ride should be at Shores Green at 
the end of the dual carriageway seems to us to make complete sense and will better serve the whole 
District.  
 
Both our County Councillor and District Councillors have continued to support us in this matter and 
again I would ask all residents to write to OCC expressing your concerns. I know many of you have 
and thank you for sending me copies of your submissions.     
 
Finally 
 
I want to try to end on a positive note. Despite the matters I have focused on, our various 
committees and voluntary groups have continued to deliver some great benefits to the village. 
Thanks to Footpaths, Fishponds and Play Area Committees we have seen continued improvements 
to facilities during the year.  Joan Stonham has continued to work miracles on the Web-site, 
Eynsham News and the Eynsham Directory. Work has been undertaken to clear weed from the 
dipping pond and channels at the Fishponds and we continue to work on the wildflower meadow.  
The Footpaths Committee has entered into a licence to install a further piece of artwork at Wharf 
Stream Way by the lock and is working with Will Glanfield on designs.  Improvements continue to 
be made to all three play areas including the installation of new play equipment at Dovehouse 
Close, replaced parts, maintenance and regular inspections at all 3 play areas.  The Play Areas 
Committee is currently working on goal mouth refurbishment work (Old Witney Road and 
Dovehouse Close) and new multiplay equipment (Old Witney Road play area).  Many thanks to all 
who have contributed during the year.   
 
The Council has now entered into a 3 year contract with Ubico for weedkilling and grass cutting 
which is aimed to provide a consistently good standard of service and allow for improved 
budgeting.  Tree and shrub maintenance for Council owned areas is to be undertaken at the end of 
the summer/early autumn.  The Council continues to seek sponsorship/obtain grants to refurbish the 
3 roundabouts on the B4449.   
 
Our new Clerk has settled in well and I know many of you have appreciated her help during the past 
year. She has been very busy and is likely to be even busier going forward. As many of you know 
she only works part-time, but it is our intention to look at increasing her hours to accommodate the 
growing village and the additional responsibilities which are now part of the job.  
 
We are currently advertising vacancies for a new Responsible Financial Officer to look after our 
Accounts and offer Katherine additional support, and a Play Area Supervisor/Maintenance 
Operative to undertake general maintenance to Council properties and play areas.       
 
The continuing support from the village during the past year has been appreciated more than ever. 
The turnout to public meetings and those who have attended both the Local Plan Enquiry and 
various meeting at WODC has been exceptional. Please keep us advised of your thoughts on the 
matters raised in this report and anything else which we may be able to help with. If you feel that 
you have the time and skills to assist further, then please drop me an email or give me a call.  
    
Gordon Beach 
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Eynsham Parish Council
Un-audited accounts 2017 / 2018

Income & Expenditure Variance
2016/17

2016/17 2017/18 2017/18
Income Summary

Precept received £91,804 £94,446 £2,642
Interest received £407 £192 -£215
Other operating income

Administration £8,718 £3,300 -£5,418
Allotments £896 £26 -£870
Verges and Footpaths £1,698 £3,212 £1,514
Cemetery £0 £0 £0
Pavilion £9,011 £9,471 £460
Wharf Stream Way £6,761 £0 -£6,761
Play Areas £0 £0 £0
Community Facilities £0 £0 £0
Playing Fields £0 £0 £0
Bartholomew Room £2,460 £270 -£2,190
Skate Park £48,327 £450 -£47,877
Market Square £0 £0 £0
Street Furniture £0 £0 £0
Grants - Inc S137 £0 £2,250 £2,250
Fishponds £150 £0 -£150
Communications £0 £0 £0

£170,232 £113,617 -£56,615

Expenditure Summary

Administration £31,874 £36,550 £4,676
Allotments £380 £0 -£380
Verges and Footpaths £10,094 £5,317 -£4,777
Cemetery £420 £428 £8
Pavilion £27,177 £14,859 -£12,318
Wharf Stream Way £16,231 £6,060 -£10,171
Playing Fields £0 £0 £0
Play Areas £14,354 £14,340 -£14
Community Facilities £8,260 £26,489 £18,229
Bartholomew Room £2,689 £1,917 -£772
Skate Park £51,565 £0 -£51,565
Market Square £0 £0 £0
Street Furniture £0 £0 £0
Grants £835 £1,630 £795
Machinery £0 £0 £0
Traffic Improvements £0 £0 £0
Neighbourhood Plan £676 £2,352 £1,676
Fishponds Project £1,654 £4,549 £2,895
Market Towns Initiative £0 £0 £0
Communications £4,529 £3,155 -£1,374

£170,737 £117,646 -£53,092

TOTAL INCOME LESS EXPENDITURE -£505 -£4,029

General Funds Analysis

Balance as at 1 April 20xx £53,469 £79,961
Plus Income for year £170,232 £113,617

£223,701 £193,578

Less Expenditure for year £170,737 £117,646

£52,964 £75,932

Transfers to/from reserves £26,997 -£16,562

Closing Balance as at 31 March 20xx £79,961 £59,370
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Eynsham Parish Council
Un-audited accounts 2017 / 2018

Balance Sheet
2016/17 2017/18

Long Term Assets £0 £0
Current assets

Debtor Control -£196 -£196
Vat Refunds £25,140 £9,931
Current Account £23,107 £34,286
CCLA £70,000 £70,000
WODC Loan Account £49,500 £49,500
14 Day Account £94 £94

Total assets £167,645 £163,615

Represented by

Current Year Fund £26,492 -£20,591
General Reserve £53,469 £79,961
Community Reserve £7,296 £14,596

Pavilion Refurbishment Reserve £9,776 £9,776

Neighburhood Plan £1,845 £1,845
Street Furniture Reserve £2,048 £2,048
Bartholomew Room Reserve £6,979 £6,979
Communications Reserve £3,596 £3,596
Asset Renewal Reserve £6,000 £6,000
Car Park Resurfacing Reserve £0 £0
Play Area Equipment £27,640 £27,640
Churchyard Reserve £28,867 £30,867
Wharf Stream Way Reserve -£7,261 £0
Fishponds Reserve £898 £898

£167,645 £163,615
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Crimes and Crime related incidents in the Eynsham Area of the 
Eynsham NHPT 

 

During the dates 29/03/17 – 17/02/18 

9 Road traffic collisions or offences 

1 Public Order offence 

16 Shopliftings 

20 Thefts 

22 Criminal damages 

8 Vehicle crimes-theft from or vehicle interference 

14 assaults 

6 burglary non dwellings-2 at sports and social club- one at St leonards church 
(same night as one of social club) 

12 missing persons 

2 burglary dwelling 

4 dog offences 

3 robbery-Eynsham Cellars-one offender awaiting trial 

1 drug offence 

    

       Total         118       

 

Volunteer Speeding Assessment Group The Community speedwatch team for 
Stanton Harcourt and Sutton continues to be active  

Even through recent periods of bad weather. This continued monitoring of traffic 
speeds through those villages and resultant warning letters does now seem to be 
having an effect on the speeding problems in those villages. 

We hope soon to be able to back up this effort with further enforcement measures. 

 

Your Neighbourhood Policing Team: 
The Neighbourhood Police Team has changed this year with the. PCSO Sandra 
Syphas & PS Liz Bell leaving the force. We know have PCSO Helen Keen and PC 
Ken Cook, who cover your area, 
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NAG 
We are seeking to expand the Neighbourhood Action Group, as the villages are 
underrepresented. The NAG meets every 5/6 weeks with a remit to identify and 
problem solve 
Issues within the area. The NAG consists of members of the community, along with 
the police and partner agencies. 
If you would like to find out more about the group and their achievements, or maybe 
you would like to get involved, please contact the Chairman of the NAG, Ron Hollis. 
 
Neighbourhood Watch  
 
We are also looking to spread the Neighbourhood Watch groups across west 
Oxfordshire. We know have active groups in Eynsham, Cassington & North Leigh. 
All of which have a coordinator and active members. 

Neighbourhood watch aim 

Our aim is to bring neighbors together to create strong, friendly, active communities 

where crime and anti-social behavior are less likely to happen. Our vision is that of a 

caring society that is focused on trust and respect in which people are safe from crime 

and enjoy a good quality of life. Neighbourhood Watch is about making sure that fewer 

people feel afraid, vulnerable or isolated in the place where they live.  
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STATION 09 EYNSHAM 
OXFORDSHIRE FIRE AND RESCUE SERVICE 

(OFRS) 
STATION REPORT 2017/2018 

 
The key issues identified for Eynsham are: 

• recruitment and retention of on-call staff 
• working more flexibly and innovatively 
• maintaining competence of staff 
• maintaining competence and crewing for the Incident Support Unit 
• community risk work focused on the vulnerable for this area 
• collection and review of Premises & Geographical Risk Information 
• reducing demand (incident numbers): Road Traffic Collisions (RTCs), false alarms 

and deliberate fires 
• provide staff to support OCC Coroner’s Office 
• the expansion of the proposed Garden Village and Business and Science Parks. 

 
Total calls 2017: 253 (identical to 2016 total) 
Total calls to date 2018: 51 (21.4% increase on 2017 in same period) 
 
 

Statistics for Oxfordshire (April-December 2017) 

 
Our aims for attendance times are: 80% within 11 minutes, 95% within 14 minutes. 
 
We are currently achieving these standards as follows: 
% response standards <11mins – 90.94%  
% response standards <14mins – 97.28%  
We have been consistently above target for the twelve months ending December 2017. 
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Some of the highlights 
• There have been no fatalities from fires in domestic properties. 
• We are on track with the percentage of support staff who are from Black, Asian and 

minority ethnic groups. This matters locally because they support all stations. 
• The number of shifts lost to sickness for wholetime staff is not only better than target, 

but also better than the previous year. This matters locally because the Oxford 
stations support the Eynsham crew when necessary. 

• Our projected revenue spend within budget continues at 100%. 
 
Not quite where we would like to be 

• There were 155 deliberate primary fires* in the period. Analysis has found no 
underlying trends. 

• We are still striving to increase the number of women in operational roles. Work is 
continuing to encourage and support women in joining the fire and rescue service. 

• The service has seen an increase on turnover of On-Call staff so we have been 
actively recruiting to replace the firefighters we anticipate losing from the workforce. 

• The percentage of On-Call stations (like Eynsham) being available with crews 
continues to be a concern. Appliance cover is provided where possible but this only 
increases availability by about 2%. Recruitment and retention is of the highest priority 
within the station plans to address this.  

 
Statistics for Eynsham (April 2017 – March 2018) 
Total primary fires: 12 (we didn’t want more than 12, we had 11 last year) 
Accidental fires in residential properties: 4 (we didn’t want more than 5, we had 3 last year) 
Deliberate fire in residential properties: 0 (we didn’t want more than 0, we had 0 last year) 
Accidental fires in commercial properties: 3 (we didn’t want more than 2, we had 4 last year) 
Deliberate fires in commercial properties: 0 (we didn’t want more than 0, we had 0 last year) 
Deliberate road vehicle fires: 0 (we didn’t want more than 0, we had 1 last year) 
False alarms in commercial premises: 10 (we didn’t want more than 8, we had 8 last year) 
False alarms in residential properties: 8 (we didn’t want more than 12, we had 14 last year) 
Road Traffic Collisions attended by OFRS: 11 (we didn’t want more than 7, we had 8 last 
year) 
 
*Primary fires are generally more serious fires that harm people or cause damage to property. Primary fires 
are defined as fires that cause damage and meet at least one of the following conditions:  

• any fire that occurred in a (non-derelict) building, vehicle or (some) outdoor structures  

• any fire involving fatalities, casualties or rescues  

• any fire attended by five or more pumping appliances.  

 

PERFORMANCE: 

 

365alive continues to deliver results for the people of Oxfordshire.  

Visit www.365alive.co.uk  

 

The 365alive vision will run for six years from 2016 to 2022 - in this time we would like 

to achieve: 
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RECRUITMENT: We now have 18 firefighters (a decrease of once since last year), and 
three applicants (two women and one man) are currently going through the recruitment 
process. This job is for women and men equally and directly benefits your 
community. We welcome applications from interested persons in all sections of 
society. Women and persons from ethnic minorities are currently under-represented 
at Eynsham Fire Station. For more details about working as a firefighter visit Fire 
and Rescue Service. 
 
RECENT AND UPCOMING EVENTS: 

•  Charity collection on the Toll Bridge: 30 March 2018 (total raised over £2,500 thanks to the 

generosity of local residents) 

•  Cassington Bike Night: Monday 25 June 2018 

 

Other important work and events the station is involved with include: 
•  in May 2017 OFRS began working on behalf of the OCC Coroner’s Office – this service 

is now provided by volunteers from Eynsham, Witney, Burford, Bampton and 
Woodstock Fire Stations – on nearly 700 calls we have maintained 100% reliability 
while still crewing our emergency vehicles 

• home fire risk checks and fitting of smoke detectors for vulnerable residents 
•  joint working with Social Care on referrals 

•  delivery of ‘Choices and Consequences’ Road Safety Programme to Years 10 and 11 at 
Bartholomew School 

•  work with local youth organizations on Fire Safety and making a Fire Plan 
•  working with PCSOs on a number of initiatives 

•  realistic scenario training at the Fire Service College 
• participation in Brigade, area and joint-agency exercises. 

 
FURTHER INFORMATION AND ADVICE: Eynsham Fire Station has a Facebook page 

www.facebook.com/eynshamfirestation and Twitter feed @fireeynsham – follow us to get 

safety information and find out what we’re doing! 
 
For advice regarding fire safety in the workplace please visit  
https://www.gov.uk/workplace-fire-safety-your-responsibilities/. 

 
SUMMARY: This gives an overview of the community work we are carrying out. We are 
always happy to hear from any individuals or organizations who would like information on 
Fire Safety and Road Safety. Please contact us if you think there are areas where we can 
add value to what you do. 

 
LINKS: 
https://www.facebook.com/EynshamFireStation/ 
https://twitter.com/fireeynsham  
www.eynshamfirefighters.co.uk 
‘Mannequin Challenge’ video: 
https://www.facebook.com/EynshamFireStation/videos/1867024873534254/ 
360° RTC video: 
https://www.facebook.com/EynshamFireStation/videos/1899775000259241/  
Tribute to our heroes: 
https://www.facebook.com/EynshamFireStation/videos/2059556567614416/ 

 
FRANK PATTERSON – Watch Manager 
Crew Manager Paul Ganderton 
Temporary Crew Manager Robert Brown 
Temporary Crew Manager Andrew Lloyd 
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Tel: 01865 881 337 or 07796 941 347 (Watch Manager mobile) 

 
Email: Fire-Eynsham OnCall 
Web: www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/fseynsham 
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Eynsham Annual Parish Meeting 24 April 2018
COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT – 2017/18

I have worked during last year with your District Councillors, Parish Councillors, the 
Neighbourhood Plan members and local residents to ensure a satisfactory result in communications 
with Oxfordshire County Council.

There have been a number of important issues which have rightly concerned the residents of the 
Eynsham Division- in particular The proposed Garden Village and the thousand houses, west of the 
village (including those through Thornbury Road).and lastly the A40 ‘improvements’.

My position on all three of these topics depends on infrastructure and I cannot profess to think the 
current situation is satisfactory. Some 15,950 houses are planned for the Carterton / Witney / 
Eynsham corridor by 2030 now the Local Plan is close to being agreed by the Inspector. Adding this 
travel onus onto the A40, where the current lack of flow is diabolical, will not in my view solve any 
problems ,however much is spent on improvements, Bus Lanes or Park and Rides for 1,000 cars 
(the A40 has a daily flow of between 20 and 25,000 cars).

Many of you will know that I have been advocating an immediate review of other options to solve 
the A40 conundrum- to use a light railway / Wuppertal overhead / tram on the old Carterton to 
Oxford railway line. I have now spoken to the Growth Board, who are supporting the improvement 
plans on the A40/ HiF bid/ Northern deal at their last two meetings but sadly I do not seem to have 
made any impression and my questions have been responded to in normal OCC fashion by their 
Leader. I have however persuaded the Leader, Ian Hudspeth, to meet a leading expert in this 
transportation field early in May to discuss the options.

I remain hopeful that at long last, the electronic modernisation of the Swinford Tollbridge will be 
pursued by Oxfordshire County Council and similarly the long overdue spur road from Duke’s Cut 
on the A40 to the Peartree Roundabout will commence to be built soonest.

I continue to work within the County Council on the Performance Scrutiny Committee, the Audit 
and Governance Committee, the Minerals Cabinet Advisory Group and the current Governance 
review and to partake of activities to ensure a best result for the people of the division of Eynsham 
and of Oxfordshire.

I am happy to discuss matters of concern and look forward to helping to the best of my ability.

Please address any questions of clarification to me and I will try and answer them.

CHARLES MATHEW – tel: 01865 882205, email: charles.mathew@oxfordshire.gov.uk 
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Peter Emery, District Councillor - Another year of change and challenge 
 
As one of the three elected representatives serving not only Eynsham but also Cassington and South Leigh 
this has been a very busy year but, in many ways, an unsatisfactory one.  The WODC Local Development 
Plan has continued on its way towards being ‘made’, that is becoming a fully fledged legal instrument, I 
would expect the Government Inspector, Mr Rivett, to declare the plan ‘made’ sometime within the next 
eight weeks.  This is good news in terms of fighting speculative development, but it is bad news in that it 
confirms the intention to build 1000 new homes on the west of Eynsham and a further 2,200 homes in a 
new ‘Garden Village’ to the north of the A40.  During this last year I have stepped up my efforts to 
challenge the site selection and the selection criteria for both sites with the planners, but to no avail.  A 
look back at the minutes of the Council and the Cabinet meetings will show how many times this has been 
raised by myself, what it does not show are the meetings with the Council Leader or with other Cabinet 
members to further question this allocation. 
As a result of this and as many of you know I am standing down as an elected representative for Eynsham. 
After all, if I cannot stay 3,200 houses from swamping the village facilities then it is time to let someone 
else try.  
I am pleased that one of my last actions as a District Councillor and Chair of one of the scrutiny 
committees has been to ensure that a WODC Scrutiny Committees takes on the job of scrutinising the 
actions of the Growth Board to keep an eye on the actions of a half dozen people as they go about 
allocating more than £200 millions of Government funded infrastructure money across the County. 
My thanks go to the members of the three Parish Councils, my two fellow District Councillors; Edward 
and Peter, Charles Mathew our County representative and to the many members of the public I have had 
the pleasure to help over the last four years, for helping to make serving you a pleasure.  
 
I do intend to continue as member of Eynsham Parish Council for as long as they will have me. 
 
Peter Emery 
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Eynsham Parish Council AGM 24th April, 2018 

West Oxfordshire District Council (WODC) Councillor’s Report 

 

Your Councillors 

You are presently represented on WODC by Peter Kelland and Edward James and Peter Emery.   

Peter Kelland sits on the Development Control Committee, the Lowlands Area Planning Sub-
Committee (which looks at applications in Eynsham’s part of the district) and Economic and 
Social Overview and Scrutiny Committee. 

Edward James sits on the Finance and Management Overview and Scrutiny Committee, the 
Licensing Committee and the Miscellaneous Licensing Sub Committee.  

Peter Emery is standing down after four years sterling service and we will miss his energetic 
and punctilious examination of all issues during his time as Councillor, especially scrutiny of 
the Local Plan.  He served on the Development Control Committee, the Lowlands Area 
Planning Sub-Committee and the Environment Overview and Scrutiny Committee. He was 
also Chairman of the Finance and Management Overview and Scrutiny Committee and acted 
as a ‘super sub’ on other committees as and when needed.  He will remain a strong presence 
on the Parish Council and we thank him for all his hard work over the last four years. 

We are available at all times by ‘phone and email to help with issues affecting Eynsham and 
its residents.  Much of our work includes helping with individual issues and acting as advocate 
for residents.  We have helped with neighbour disputes, chasing waste collection, road damage, 
parking, holding housing associations to account and numerous other queries and problems. 

Council Tax 

WODC charges the second lowest Council Tax in England despite a 3% increase from this 
month in the share paid to WODC.  We continue to protect front line services and grants to 
voluntary organisations.  We also aim to keep costs down through shared working with other 
Councils.  The WODC share of Council Tax provides services including planning, waste and 
recycling collections, street cleaning, leisure centres, environmental health, building control, 
housing services and administration of benefits. 

Waste and Recycling 

A new recycling and waste collection system started in Autumn 2017 and took some time to 
bed in.  Collection was erratic in some parts of the village and as Councillors we made sure 
that residents’ complaints were registered and collections were effected where they had been 
missed.  Much of the problem related to a change in the personnel on the routes and their 
unfamiliarity with these routes. 

Oxfordshire is one of the best performing councils at recycling and composting, with a 
recycling rate of over 59%.  WODC has contributed massively to this success and we have 
exceeded all recycling targets set for 2020.   
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The garden waste charge of £30 has been a great success and is taken up by numerous residents.  
It should also be remembered that this can be shared between people where they live in 
apartment blocks or have low garden waste. 

Planning   

The WODC development plan continues to move forwards.  Consultation on further 
modifications to the Local Plan ended on 9th April and responses have been sent to the Inspector 
for his consideration as he prepares his final report.  The indications from Inspector Norman 
Rivett are that the plan is likely to be found to be legally compliant and sound meaning that we 
are able to fend off the unwanted planning applications which can emerge in the absence of a 
Local Plan.   

Eynsham councillors (County Councillor, District Councillors and Parish Councillors), 
residents and planning groups have made every effort to highlight shortcomings, bring 
concerns and submit ideas and amendments to the Inspector’s attention.  These efforts on behalf 
of the residents will doubtless continue.  As Councillors we aim to facilitate this discussion and 
attempt to shine light on the murkier processes of decision making.  An Eynsham Liaison 
Group now exists to meet regularly with WODC officers and keep appraised of progress and 
developments.  It is hoped that engagement such as this will help to keep WODC officers on 
their toes and residens properly informed and represented.    

Central government is committed to a programme of home building and as a local planning 
authority we have a duty to provide housing at affordable prices along with social housing.  On 
that basis we continue to look at applications with an open mind and are encouraged to do so 
by central goverment.  West Oxfordshire is a district which needs to build a variety of housing 
that reflects the needs of all residents.   

Eynsham does face many challenges in the near future.  There are proposals for 1000 houses 
to the west, a link road and the garden village.  On the latter there are no discernible dates for 
progress.   

The A40 remains problematic and it is right that proposed development should be scrutinised 
on the basis of its relationship with the existing infrastructure.  To this end WODC works 
closely with Oxfordshire County Council (OCC).  Councillors try to curb OCC’s enthusiasm 
for a Park and Ride and other plans which we believe will not alleviate the present gridlock. 

Leisure 

WODC leisure centres are managed on our behalf by GLL under the brand name ‘Better’.  This 
contract was renewed for a further 10 years in August 2017.  The new contract brought a 
significant level of investment. The Bartholomew Sports Centre in Eynsham has recently 
benefited from this investment spike with £65,000 spent on refurbishment and new equipment. 

WODC also has grants available up to £50,000 for voluntary, community and social enterprise 
organisations. 
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EYNSHAM COMMUNITY PRIMARY SCHOOL 
 

Annual Report of the School Governors to Eynsham Parish Council 
March 2018 

Governance 

In December 2017, the Eynsham Partnership Academy (EPA) put in place an expert Rapid 

Improvement Board to oversee improvements to standards at the School and the RIB has put in 

place a formal short-term action plan to this end, which is reviewed at each meeting.  The Chair is 

Lorna Shires, and other members are Hilary Emery, Charlie Marshall, Paul Davies, Sarah Kerswell 

(interim CEO of the EPA) and Ian Moore (Headteacher).  The RIB members are actively 

contributing to the school’s strategic direction and focusing on key areas for improvement, 

including teaching & learning and pupil behaviour. 

 

RIB members visit school regularly for monitoring linked to the action plan. All visits are recorded 

and the findings discussed when the RIB meets, currently on a fortnightly basis. After each RIB 

meeting, a letter is sent to all parents and carers to highlight areas of work and progress. 

 

School development and evaluation 

In January of this year, an external review of the school was carried out by the Oxford Diocesan 

Board of Education. The recommendations contained in this review form the basis of the rapid 

action plan. The RIB is also taking into account valuable feedback from the parents and carers who 

completed a recent questionnaire and / or attended a follow-up meeting at the school. The concerns 

they raised are being addressed immediately. 

 

School finances 

Financial support from Mike Lawes, the EPA’s Chief Operating Officer, continues via his associate 

membership of the RIB.  The School Manager, Lisa Denbow, ensures that the school is functioning 

cost-effectively.  Improvements to the school’s infrastructure continue to be made, subject to budget 

constraints. Although the school is on a sound footing financially, it is clear that school budgets in 

general will be under great pressure over the next few years. The school and the RIB are very 

grateful for the continued support of the PTA, which raises a significant amount of money each 

year, and the kind donations made by many individual parents via the school’s Amazon wish list. 

 

Membership of the Rapid Improvement Board, as at 31 March 2018, is as follows: 

 

 Governor  Appointed by 
Lorna Shires  (Chair) Eynsham Partnership Academy 

Hilary Emery Eynsham Partnership Academy 

Charlie Marshall Eynsham Partnership Academy 

Paul Davies Eynsham Partnership Academy 

Sarah Kerswell (Interim CEO, EPA) Eynsham Partnership Academy 

Ian Moore Head Teacher – ex officio 

Associate Members  

Ann-Marie Roisin  (for Safeguarding)  Rapid Improvement Board 

Mike Lawes, Chief Operating Officer, EPA  

(for Finance) 

Rapid Improvement Board 

  

The School website (www.eynsham.oxon.sch.uk/) provides more detailed information. 

 
Lorna Shires  March 2018 

Chair of Rapid Improvement Board, Eynsham Community Primary School 
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Eynsham Consolidated Charity
Grants to relieve local need hardship or distress

      R.N. MITCHELL    20, HIGH STREET,
      Clerk to the Trustees     WITNEY
       robinmitchell255@gmail.com    EYNSHAM,  

              OXON
    OX29 4HB

  
REPORT FOR THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 2018

2017 Figures:

Receipts Payments:
Dividends           4701 Grants:
Bank Interest     23 Individual grants (19) 2816
Field Rent   400  
Compensation Payment   200 Administration

  Clerk's fee &
   expenses   514

Auditor's fees     50     

 3380

Surplus carried forward 1944
5324 5324

 
Bank:
Closing balance: £15,911

The Charity's overall income was a little higher than in the previous year (£4,917 in 2016), 
partly due to the receipt of a compensation payment from Thames Water in respect of their 
occupation for sewerage works of the field at the east end of Mead Lane which is part of the 
Charity's endowment. As a result the tenant of the field was unable to cultivate it during the 
growing season and a separate payment was negotiated to compensate him also, for his loss 
of income. The Charity's main source of income continues to be from its holdings with the 
Charities' Official Investment Fund. Periodically any surpluses that may be available are 
invested in that fund to maintain their capital value. 

19 individual grants were made last year (18 in 2016) amounting to £2,816 (£2,475 in 2016). 
As usual, a number of grants were made in January in the form of cash payments to help 
needy OAPs with their heating costs. Other specific grants, for example, were made towards 
the cost of white goods (washing machines, etc), the repair of a stairlift, the Eynsham Day 
Centre, and sundry urgent debts. Often grants are made to families with multiple health 
problems or other severe difficulties.

The Charity can, of course, make grants to persons of any age in the Parish of Eynsham and 
Freeland, provided the grant is to relieve need, hardship or distress. The Charity continues to 
advertise for applications by placing advertisements periodically in local publications, and on 
the village website.

The trustees meet quarterly, in May, September, November and February. The next meeting is
on 21 May. Grants can be applied for (either by or on behalf of a person in need, hardship or 
distress) by emailing or writing to the Clerk or by applying to any of the trustees. The Charity 
maintains a sub-committee which is available at short notice to give consideration to urgent 
cases which may arise between meetings. Trustees living in Eynsham are Dr Max Peterson 
(Chairman), Julie Jordan, Andy Mosson, Peter Emery, Nick Relph, Derek Malin, and the Vicar,
Duncan Fraser.  The Vicar of Freeland, David Tyler, and an appointee of the Freeland Parish 
Council (Mike Foster) also serve as trustees. 

For information about the Charity, search “Grants” at Eynsham Online
www.eynsham-pc.gov.uk 
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Bartholomew Educational Foundation, Eynsham 
Grants for those under 25 living in the parish

R.N. MITCHELL         20, HIGHSTREET,
Clerk to the Trustees   EYNSHAM, 
robinmitchell255@gmail.com      WITNEY,

           OXON.
       OX29 4HB
   

REPORT FOR THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 2018

2017 figures:

Receipts Payments 
Dividends 2855 Grants:
Rent 1287 Individual grants (11)    2170
Bank Interest    21

  Administration:
Clerk’s fee & expenses    514
Auditor's fees    50

2734

     Surplus carried forward: 1429
4163 4163

  
Bank: 
Closing balance: £10,824

The Foundation's overall income was larger than in the previous year (£3,327 in 2016), partly 
due to a catch-up in rent payments by the Cricket Club; also dividends received from its 
investments increased slightly (£2,644 in 20165). The majority of the Foundation’s income 
comes from its holding with the Charities Official Investment Fund (COIF), and part from rent 
from the field leased to Eynsham Cricket Club (reviewed from time to time, and recently in 
2016). Periodically any surpluses that may be available are invested in COIF to maintain their 
capital value.

In 2017 11 individual grants were made (13 grants totalling £2,761 in 2016). Apart from those 
for college/university expenses, they included a grant for kit in a sports training course, the 
cost of flying lessons in connection with pilot training, to the Cricket Club (for the development 
of jumior cricket), to Primary School pupils for educational trips, and to two students for 
overseas courses. The Foundation continues to advertise for applications by placing 
advertisements periodically in local publications.

The trustees meet quarterly in May, September, November and February. The next meeting is 
on 21 May. The Charity maintains a sub-committee which is available at short notice to give 
consideration to urgent cases which may arise between meetings. Applications should be 
made to the Clerk by email or in writing. Grants are available for educational purposes to those
under the age of 25 living in the Parish of Eynsham. The trustees are Dr Peterson (Chairman), 
Ann-Marie Roisin, Andy Mosson, Peter Emery, Margaret Jones, Nick Relph, Angie Cox, and 
the Vicar, Duncan Fraser.

For information about the Foundation, search “Grants” at Eynsham Online
www.eynsham-pc.gov.uk 
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EYNSHAM PLAYING FIELD MANAGERS REPORT  

FOR THE ANNUAL GENERAL PARISH MEETING 24th APRIL 2018 

   

 

 

Finance  

The Balance sheet for 2017 was approved at the Playing Field A.G.M. The income and expenditure will be uploaded 

to the PFM’s Charity Commission page. 

 

It was agreed that there would be 5% increase in hire charges for 2018 
 

Playing Fields 

There was 10 football teams using the fields during 2017, 2 Eynsham FC seniors, 2 Social Club Seniors, 2 

Youth teams aged 11 & 12, and 2 boy’s teams aged 9 & 10 playing on 2 mini-soccer pitches.   

There continues to be a problem with dog fouling on the South Field.  Team managers and parents are 

faced with having to clear up dog excrement from the pitches before games can be played and before 

training. 

The income derived from pitch fees and events such as the Carnival and Circus are used to maintain both 

the North and South Fields.  This allows for regular grass cutting during the year. 

The toilet block on the North Field has been demolished.  This was due to increased maintenance costs as a 

result of vandalism.   

The Parish Council and Playing Field Managers are currently investigating the feasibility of replacing the 

Pavilion on the South Field.  Plans will include additional changing facilities for both players and officials.  

The plans may also include a social area.   

Circus Ginnett is not operating in 2017.   

Committee 

Chair – Sue Brown (nominated by Paris Council) 

Secretary – Geoff Watson 

Treasurer – John Ayres 

Committee – Gary Bailey, Robbie Watson and vacancy 
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EYNSHAM VILLAGE HALL REPORT – 2017/2018 

 

This year has been a difficult year financially for the village hall as not only have we lost about £4,000 p.a. 
in regular income from the police due to their vacation of one of their rooms, but the major part of the 
cost of the new cooker and gas main in the kitchen fell into this financial year.  As you will see from the 
Income & Expenditure Account, this has resulted in an overall loss over the year of more than £5,000. 

In addition to the above, we have also paid for quite a lot of maintenance work resulting from the 
Quinquennial Inspection which was carried out just over a year ago.  The maintenance work resulting from 
that has been carried out and paid for mainly during the second half of 2017. 

However, the room that was vacated by the police has become a spare Committee Room available for hire 
which has contributed to a small amount of additional income.  It also benefits the Bartholomew Players 
who now hire it for additional space during their twice yearly stage plays. 

The two large trees at the front of the Hall have been trimmed by tree surgeons Bowards of Long 
Hanborough following complaints from a number of residents living opposite of them overhanging their 
parked cars and the footpath.  There was nothing illegal or dangerous about the trees but we did the 
trimming for the sake of keeping good relations. 

A small display board was fixed to the front face of the building in August by Eynsham GreenTEA to 
encourage public awareness of the benefits of the solar panels. 

A number of regular user groups who have hired the hall over many years such as Acre End Preschool, 
bowls, yoga and dancing have reduced the extent of their hiring due mainly to reduced demand which has 
also contributed to our financial problems.  As a result we have made enquiries via the Community News 
magazine whether there might be any interest in a table tennis club being formed, but it appears there 
might not be sufficient enthusiasm for this to be taken up! 

Finally, we are planning to hold another Community Day on Saturday 9th June which we now organise 
every second year rather than annually.  We are currently asking for as many clubs, groups and other local 
organisations to book a table as soon as possible to promote themselves on that day.  We are charging £5 
per table to help cover our overheads. 

The Committee has a wish-list of proposed improvements we would like to make to the Hall’s facilities.  
Top of the list is a commercial dishwasher which might help to encourage prospective hirers for larger 
events.  However, we have been holding back on any significant expenditure until our finances are in a 
more stable state. 

Finally, my thanks to all the Committee for their contributions towards the running of the Village Hall and 
especially to our booking clerk Rachel Cassar, our caretaker David Syphas and our voluntary secretary Eve 
Hollis. 

ROY WILKINSON 

Chair - Village Hall Management Committee            April 2018 
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Item Income
R1 £33,622.69 £36,388.76
R2 £0.00 £0.00
R3 £8.86 £15.43
R4 £33,631.55 £36,404.19
R5 £0.00 £3,284.90
R6 £33,631.55 £39,689.09

Item Expenditure
E1 £1,295.70 £1,015.00
E2 £0.15 £45.00
E3 £11,311.00 £10,472.15
E4 £917.21 £2,218.00
E5 £3,537.62 £3,058.49
E6 £4,120.06 £4,243.11
E7 £3,771.65 £1,289.75
E8 £1,105.03 £1,026.55
E9 £881.70 £740.21
E10 £1,481.78 £1,042.87
E11 £1,525.55 £1,522.01

E12 £895.98 £916.17
E13 £276.00 £1,505.81
E14 £0.00 £0.00
E15 £5,546.53 £3,725.60
E16 £2,445.82 £5,421.21
E17 £39,111.78 £38,241.93
E18 £0.00 £3,284.90
E19 £39,111.78 £41,526.83

B1 -£5,480.23 -£1,837.74
B2 £29,317.28 £31,155.02
B3 £23,837.05 £29,317.28

£5,453.60 £10,942.69
£18,383.45 £18,374.59
£23,837.05 £29,317.28

Received From OCC in Error
Total 

Repayment of error to OCC
Total

Donations
Bank Interest Received
Total Receipts

Deposits Refunded
Bank Charges
Work Invoices & Wages
Work Expenses
Insurance

WODC Rates and Waste

Project: 
Boilers/Plumbing

Gas

Eynsham Village Hall Income and Expenditure Account
1st August 2016 to 31st July 2017

2016 - 2017 2015 - 2016
Bookings, Rents (incl Deposits)

Electricity
Water
BT
Alarms/Extinguishers

Maintenance and Repairs

Other Running Costs
Total Expenditure

Lights/Electric

Project: New Cooker

Deposit Account
Total

Excess Of Income Over Expenditure
Balance from previous year
Year Total in Hand

Balance at HSBC Current Account
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Eynsham Allotment Association 

Annual Report - October 2017
 

Deer Fencing: As last year ended we worked through the final stages of contractor selection for the deer 
fencing project. We have been very happy with our final selection and with the help of many plot holders 
both in terms of time and financial support the project was largely completed during the month of January 
this year. With further support from the Parish Council who was able to make a contribution from the 
“Pathways” fund we have been able to accommodate the cost of external rabbit fencing. To top it off, and 
grateful thanks to Ray Harbud and Neil Panting, we have also been able to deer proof the car park gates. 
At the outset we tried to ensure that this project would last us for many years. We hope that this aim has 
been achieved. 
 
At this time we particularly ask plot holders to ensure plot fences are kept in good condition to minimise the 
spread or rabbit incursions. Any plot holder with a rabbit problem may ask to borrow a trap from the 
committee if they need one. 
 
Rent: At the last AGM, notice was given to plot holders of the possibility of a further rent rise this year 
should our financial reserves fall below a safe level. The deer fencing significantly stretched our reserves 
and as a consequence we have again raised the rent by £2 for a full plot, and £1 otherwise. Hopefully this 
will again build a safety net against unforeseen difficulties as well as continue to keep the site in good 
order.  In the end we still think the cost of a plot represents tremendous value and research shows our 
charges to be well below most other allotment sites. 
 
Best Kept Plot Competition: The results this year are: 

● First place: Bridget Pitcher, Field 2 Plot 23b 
● Second Place: Rob & Moira Wayne-Smith, Field 2 Plot2. 
● Third Place: Heather Horner, Field 2 plots 14, 10a and 12a 
● Highly Commended: K&K Webb, Peter Shelton & Lyndsay Edwards, Colin & James FIsk, Christine 

Cox, Julia Hyde & Janet Kidd, Hywel Edwards Commended: Jessica Deguara & Jessica Brown, 
Mike Green, MeiMei Wright, Jackie & Adrian Pinnock, Sue Davison, Barry Payton, Dick & Angie 
Smith and Michael Payton. 

 
Other Matters: Twice in the latter part of this year have had some shed damage fortunately with minimal 
items stolen! Please report any break-in’s etc to the committee who will continue to monitor the situation. 
 
Please respect field 2 track closure in wet conditions. Much damage has already been done. Blue badges 
are allowed with due care.  Also keep car park gates closed.  This becomes more important as Winter 
approaches and in evenings or when very few people and/or cars are on site. 
 
As many of you already know, the year ends with the travellers back adjacent to our site. We have been 
monitoring the situation and have liaised with the authorities. This matter is being dealt with by the Council. 
 
Your Committee: You will be pleased to know that the committee have offered to stand again for another 
year – if you so wish. However some committee members have given notice to leave office during the 
coming year and we are desperate to encourage new people who can give a little time and possibly some 
new ideas and enthusiasm. Do please consider offering your help so that we can ensure the continuity of 
the smooth running of the Allotment Association. 
 
Andy Swarbrick, Chair 
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Eynsham Neighbourhood Plan – Annual Report 2017-8. 

 

The Eynsham Neighbourhood Plan has been effectively complete for the last 12 months and has 
been stalled in the formal consultation and examination process for almost the entire period. 

EFSG – the team of local residents who collected the evidence and prepared the ENP - met for the 
last time in April 2017. The Parish owes a huge debt to all those who worked so hard over the 
preceding two years and this is an opportunity to register the Parish's thanks to them all once more. 

Not long after that, the ENP was subjected to a 'dry run' examination which identified a few minor 
points that needed amending before the formal adoption process began. 

 

The first delay was caused by WODC deciding that a Sustainability Assessment (SA) was required 
– previously they had advised us that it would not be needed. There was a delay of about four 
months while this work was done and a consultation organised – if we had been told it was needed 
at the right time there would have been no delay. We had to write one completely new document 
and update one of the supporting documents but there was no material change to the Plan itself.  
 

The Plan then went through its formal 6 week consultation and was sent to an Independent 
Examiner qualified to advise WODC on the Plan's suitability, as the formal process requires.  

The Examiner held a public meeting in Eynsham at the start of December when she told us that 
significant features of the plan were not acceptable to her, despite the previous 'dry-run' 
examination and the fact that many things she did not like are present in Plans already adopted. We 
were advised to re-write and re-submit the plan but we were only informed of some of the problems 
and we were given no detailed reasoning for her decisions. 

 
Our immediate thought was to do as the Examiner suggested but then we realised that if there are 
other things she doesn't accept, we did not want to go through a re-write and then another three 
months of 'consultation' before she starts her examination again, if we could end up in the same 
place again. 

 

We therefore asked for the examination to be fully completed as soon as possible but she had taken 
on other work and was unable to restart examination of our Plan until February. Since then events 
beyond anyone's control have prevented any further work being done, with April 16th being the 
earliest restart date. 

 

Overall, it has been a very frustrating year. At the start it did appear that WODC were deliberately 
stalling us as we do not agree with every detail of their Local Plan and were arguing against it at its 
examination. Relations are now better, partly because the Local Plan looks likely to be accepted and 
partly because WODC recognise that the ENP and its evidence base will be useful when they come 
to the detail work on the developments west and north of the village. 

 

When the ENP is adopted, assuming residents vote for it at a local referendum, its policies will be 
enforceable on the new developments rather than just useful local advice. At this point we do not 
know if this will be the case or not, given that initial design work on the major Eynsham 
developments will be starting in the next month or two. 
 

 

. 
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