
Planning applications 
August and September were busy months for the Parish 
Council with two major planning applications being 
considered. The first was Cottsway Housing Association’s 
application to erect 40 dwellings on land adjoining 
Merton Close, with associated access, parking, land-

scaping and alterations to Merton Close (ref 08/1265/ 
P/FP). The Council felt that this application was contrary 
to Policy H2 as it would set an undesirable precedent for 
adjacent sites where further development would be 
difficult to resist and where, cumulatively, the scale of 
development would erode the character and environment 
of the area. We therefore asked to hear from West 
Oxfordshire District Council’s planning committee which 
of its policies would prevent this development from 
setting a precedent and allowing further Rural Exception 
Sites in this area of the village.   

The Parish Council also strongly objected to the 
developers’ idea that emergency vehicles should have 
access to the proposed development via Chilbridge Road, 
because that would suggest that the access via Merton 
Close was inadequate for larger vehicles. We requested 
that the proposed access via Chilbridge Road should be 
replaced by the original pedestrian pathway, with a 
substantial kissing gate or similar to prevent vehicles of 
any description from using it. We also asked that this 
pathway should not be completed until the final stage of 
the development, to prevent its being used during 
construction. 

The other major application – for the erection of 100 
dwellings with associated parking, new vehicular access 
and associated works at The Bitterell (ref 08/1341/P/FP) 
– will be debated at the full Parish Council meeting on 
October 7. As always, members of the public are welcome 
to attend. We hope to meet the WODC planners in 
advance of this to discuss the plans in more depth. 

Meanwhile, an updated version of the WODC’s guide, 
Affordable Housing on Rural Exception Sites, has been 
published and can be inspected on the website 
www.westoxon.gov.uk/affordablehousing as well as in 
local libraries.  

Makeover time 
The local leaflet, Eynsham Unlocked, is four years old and 
due for a new look. The Parish Council plans to 
commission a professional graphic designer to restyle it. 
Designers with suitable experience are invited to contact 
the Parish Clerk for an informal discussion (contact 

details on the back page). If you know someone who 
might be interested in this project please let them know. 
All expressions of interest by Friday, October 31, please. 
The present leaflet offers a short tour of the village centre, 
highlighting historic features and other points of interest, 
with activities for younger visitors.  

We also need ideas on new content, though sadly have no 
funds to pay for these. Snippets, stories, photos and 
sketches will all be warmly welcomed (age no barrier) just 
have a word with any of your Parish Councillors. 
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Play areas 
The old sputnik on the Oxford Road play area has had to 
be closed as no longer fit for purpose, and the Parish 
Council is ordering a new Super Nova roundabout 
(pictured right) for this location, which it hopes will be in 
place in the next few months. Meanwhile, discussions are 
taking place on the provision of play equipment for 
children with special needs. If you have any thoughts on 
this please contact the Parish Clerk. 

New notice boards…   
The Parish Council is ordering new sets of notice boards 
to replace the old ones on Witney Road, Mill Street and 
the Bartholomew Room. With room for up to 12 standard 
posters on each, the new boards on Witney Road and Mill 
Street will have more space than before to advertise club 
and community events. In addition, the display space will 
be glazed to keep all the artwork looking good. It would 
be appreciated if residents would make use of these 
boards and not put posters up elsewhere in the village. 
WODC is getting stricter about fly posting and could 
prosecute offenders. 

…help needed 
It would also be great if the new boards could be kept up 
to date. Would anyone who lives on Witney Road or Mill 
Street be prepared to keep an eye on these boards when 
passing and remove any posters that are past their “sell-
by” date? Please contact the Parish Clerk if you’d like to 
help (contact details on back page). 

Barnard Gate has an old but serviceable notice board in 
the bus shelter, and the Parish Council would like to see 
this brought back into service. Would any local resident 
with access to the internet have the time to print off 
notices and agenda coming in by e-mail, to help keep 
friends and neighbours up to date? Again, please contact 
the Parish Clerk if you are willing to help. 

Drop-in 
The next Parish Council drop-in will be at the 
Bartholomew Room on Saturday, October 4, 10 am – 11.30 
am. Come along with your questions for Council 
members and also take the chance to look at the most 
recent planning applications. 

Parish Council grant aid  
The Parish Council invites applications from community 
groups and other non-party-political organisations within 
the parish for grants that are in the interests of, or will 
directly benefit, all or a reasonable portion of the parish 
and its inhabitants. All applications must demonstrate 
local community need and support, as well as a clear 
financial need. Retrospective grant applications will not 
be considered, and grants will not be awarded to meet 
general salary costs. The closing date for applications is 

October 31, 2008, and an application form is available on 
the Eynsham website www.eynsham.org.uk or from the 
Parish Clerk (contact details on back page).   

Emergency directory 
The Parish Council is putting together a directory 
containing information that would be of use to residents 
and businesses in an emergency. A draft copy can be 
found on the Eynsham website, www.eynsham.org.uk. 
Meanwhile, the Council would be grateful to hear from 
anyone with services they could offer in an emergency – 
such as the use of a four-wheel-drive vehicle or a 
generator; details of any such arrangements would not be 
in the public domain but would be shared only with 
WODC, Oxfordshire County Council and the emergency 
services, as appropriate. Please contact the Parish Clerk if 
you can help or feel there is something missing from the 
draft. 

Sue Lee, Parish Clerk 

It’s a giveaway!  
On Saturday, October 18, the newly formed community 
action group, Eynsham Area Waste Watchers (EAWW), 
will hold a Swap Shop where you can come and take 
away anything you fancy, totally free. If you have items 
that you no longer want, but which are genuinely 
reusable and clean, you can donate them to the Swap 
Shop, where they can be taken by someone else who has a 
use for them. Although it’s called a Swap Shop, you do 
not have to negotiate a swap. Some people will donate, 
others will take, some will do both.   

Why swap stuff? “Because it cuts down on the waste 
going into landfill, reduces the amount of natural 
resources used to manufacture new products and saves 
money,” says Liz Bickley, chair of the EAWW. “More 
than 100 people came to a pilot swap shop we held in 
March, and about 485lb of items were taken to be re-used. 
These included a guitar, a retractable washing line, lots of 
books, toys, kitchenware and DIY items, and even an 
exercise bike.” 

The Swap Shop will take place from 10am to midday at 
the Baptist Church Hall, off Lombard Street, near the 
Bayleaf Restaurant. Please bring your items between 10 



am and 11 am. If you would like to help at Swap Shops, 
join the committee, or suggest similar projects, please 
contact one of the following EAWW members: (Eynsham) 
Jean Andrews, Marie Ayres, Liz Bickley, Jenny Hogan, 
Rosalind Kent, Claire Page; (Cassington) Eithne Thornton; 
(Aston) Jenny Hirons; (Standlake) Brenda Smith. For all 
other EAWW enquiries phone 01865 884496.  

Surgery news 
Dr Max Peterson (above) has retired after 33 years as a 
partner of the Eynsham Medical Group (Eynsham 
Medical Centre & Long Hanborough Surgery), and Dr 
Miles Carter is joining the practice from October 1. For a 
profile of Max (and other local personalities), see the 
Eynsham website, www.eynsham.org.uk, to which 
further contributions are always welcome. 

Meanwhile, staff training sessions will mean that both of 
the Eynsham Medical Group surgeries will be closed to 
the public at the following times: Tuesday, October 7, 11 
am – 1.15 pm; Thursday, November 20, 11 am – 1.15 pm; 
and Tuesday, January 13, 2009, 11 am – 1.15 pm. 
However, emergency telephone contact will be 
maintained at those times via the main surgery telephone 
numbers: Eynsham Medical Centre, 01865 881206, and 
Long Hanborough Surgery, 01993 881330. 

Eynsham Garden Club 
The Garden Club will meet in Eynsham Village Hall, Back 
Lane, at 7.30 pm on Wednesday, October 8, for a talk by 
Phil Whittaker on Plants, Pests and People; and again on 
Wednesday, November 12, when Ivor Porter’s subject will 
be World of Flowers. All members and friends are 
invited. For further details please contact Pam Breeze on 
01865 880725 or eynshamgardenclub@hotmail.com. 

WEA remembers the Raj 
The Eynsham branch of the WEA is running an adult 
learning course, Literature of the Raj: Romance and 
Reality, on Mondays, 10am to midday, from October 6 to 
November 24. The tutor is Victoria Condie, and the venue 
the Tolkien Room at St Peter’s Church, Abbey Street, 
Eynsham. Cost £47.60 for six sessions. Book with Joan 
Weedon on 01865 880302 

No need of Yellow Pages? 
Residents who no longer wish to have Yellow Pages 
delivered, or have some other comment to make about the 
recent delivery, should call the Yell delivery line on 0800 
671444 (calls are free).  

Eynsham History Group 
In its 50th anniversary year, the Group has an interesting 
line-up of talks and other events, taking place on alternate 
Thursdays at St Leonard’s Church Hall, Thames Street, 
7.15 pm for 7.30 pm. Visitors welcome. The autumn and 
winter events are: Oct. 2: Charles Tyzack on Cornbury 
House; Oct. 16, Andrew Atherstone on Oxford’s  
Reformation Martyrs and their Memorial; Nov. 6: George 
Smith on the Druce Family of Eynsham; Nov. 20: Don 
Chapman on the Oxford Playhouse and Eynsham; Dec. 4: 
Launton Handbell Ringers and seasonal refreshments. 

Jan. 8, 2009: Members and visitors on their Memories of 
Eynsham in the 50s/60s; Jan. 22: Pamela Richards on 
Education in Eynsham; Feb. 5: Adrian Moyes and Sue 
Raikes on Eynsham Industries including the Old Forge; 
Feb. 19: Tim Porter on Cotswold Churches in the 
Landscape; March 5: Paul Booth on Roman Oxfordshire; 
March 19: AGM and 50th anniversary party. 



Outings to places of interest will also be arranged during 
the year. Further details from Doreen Hockedy, tel: 01865 
880919. Meanwhile, issues 1-20 of the Eynsham History 
Group’s journal, The Eynsham Record, are available to read 
on the Eynsham website www.eynsham.org.uk, or to buy 
on CD (£10/set). The illustration (below) shows the cover 
of the first Eynsham Record, published in 1984.  

Neighbourhood Watch 
A Neighbourhood Watch refresher event will take place 
on Thursday, October 23, 7 pm – 9 pm, at West 
Oxfordshire District Council Offices, Woodgreen, Witney. 
Neighbourhood Watch membership is free and brings 
benefits such as crime alerts from Thames Valley Police, 
tailored to members’ neighbourhoods, and a chance for 
members to make their voices heard on important local 
issues connected with neighbourhood policing. 

Flood Protection Fair 
A Flood Protection Fair will be held at the Windrush 
Leisure Centre, Witney, on Thursday, October 9, 2.30 pm 
– 6.30 pm, bringing together a range of flood protection 

ideas, products and services as well as providing help and 
information for anyone who has been affected by 
flooding. Part of the Thames Valley’s Flood Awareness 
Week, the event is supported by WODC and other bodies. 

Your Parish Councillors 
Mr Gordon Beach, Chairman, 11 Fruitlands, tel: 01865 
880979, e-mail: gordonbeach@btinternet.com 

Mr David Rossiter, Vice Chairman, 5 Bartholomew Close, 
tel: 01865 881568, e-mail: davidrossiter@ntlworld.com 

Mr Richard Andrews, 17 Dovehouse Close, tel: 01865 
880106, e-mail: richard.andrews23@ntlworld.com 

Mrs Adrienne Beavis, 100 Acre End Street, tel: 01865 
880106, e-mail: abeavis@talk21.com 
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e-mail: jonathan.gerrans@hotmail.co.uk 

Mr Trevor Green, 6 Chilbridge Road, tel: 01865 880428 

Mrs Verity Hughes, 24 Beech Road, tel: 01865 880243,  
e-mail: verity@eynsham.demon.co.uk 

Mrs Margaret Jones, 7 Thornbury Road, tel: 01865 881724 

Mr Jonathan Miller, 41 Wytham View, tel: 01865 880117,  
Ms Sue Osborne, 38 Beech Road, tel: 01865 880285,  
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e-mail: lpialek@oxford-analytica.com 
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e-mail: marionandian@yahoo.com 
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Mrs Jackie Tinson, 33 Hanborough Close, tel: 01865 880830, 
e-mail: jax.jax@tiscali.co.uk 

Dr Fred Wright, Charfield, 15 Cassington Road, tel: 01865 
881496 

Your District Councillors 
Mr Richard Andrews, tel: 01865 880106,  
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