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Eynsham Parish Council  
would like to wish all Parishioners  

a Very Happy New Year 

Your Parish Council -  News 
 
Parish Drop In
A new year venture  - the Parish Council would like to 
invite any villager with an issue they would like to discuss 
or bring to the attention of the Parish Council to the first 
parish drop in on Saturday 1st March from 10-11.30am 
in the Bartholomew Room, Market Square.  We plan to 
hold these on a regular basis on the first Saturday of 
each month and would welcome the opportunity to meet 
you and help you on matters relating to the village.  The 
Parish Clerk – Sue Lee and one or more Parish 
Councillors will attend the drop in and if these prove 
successful it is hoped to invite District & County 
Councillors along to future drop ins.  All planning 
applications that have been considered in the month will 
be available for inspection.  Please let me know is there 
is anything else you would like to have for inspection.   
The April drop in will be on 5th April  10-11.30am.

Changes to Parish Council Meetings
New legislation has been introduced and in future the 
Parish Council will only be able to discuss issues that are 
on the agenda so please if there is anything you would 
like to see discussed at a meeting let me know at least a 
week before the next meeting.  Public participation will 
then be your chance to discuss the agenda items with 
the Councillors.  There are some issues that can be dealt 
with outside meetings so just let me know and I will try 
and sort them out for you or point you in the right 
direction.

Rats
There have been problems with rats in the Newland 
Close/Queen Street area.  WODC & Thames Water have 
been working in the area to bait manholes etc but if you 
see any rats in the village please let me know so I can 
notify the appropriate authorities and the Parish Council  
can get an idea of the scale of the problem.

Annual Parish Meeting
I have had several requests for the date of the Annual 
Parish Meeting – it will be on Tuesday 22 April at 7.30pm
in the Village Hall – thanks to the Bowls for giving us one 
of their evenings.

Newland Place on Acre End Street
The Parish Council is assured by WODC that this will be 
called Acre End Close – I have had lots of calls and 
letters from concerned and confused villagers!

Old Witney Road Play Area
This is now complete – thanks to you all for your 
patience while the work has been going on.  All that 
needs to be done now is the landscaping but that will be 
completed once it stops raining!  It has been good to 
see so many children enjoying the new facilities.  The 
Parish Council is looking to phase 2 so please let us 
know if there is anything you would like to see in place.

Vacancies
There are currently 2 vacancies on the Parish Council 
and they would love to welcome new members on to the 
Council.  If you would like more information please give 
me a ring so we can discuss or send a letter to the 
Parish Council expressing your interest.

East Eynsham Development
Following on from the consultation event just before 
Christmas the Parish Council has commented on the 
planning brief.  They have concerns re the scope of the 
brief, which they have expressed to the consultants and 
are waiting to see the results of the consultation later in 
the New Year.  Their full comments can be seen in the 
minutes of the January meeting in the library or the 
website.

Eynsham Apples
There has been considerable interest in the old 
Eynsham Apples so I paid a visit to Bernwode Nurseries 
who have many of the old varieties on their books. They 
are very enthusiastic about all old apples and have a 
wide range in their brochure including at least 14, which 
are old Wasties apples and Corry’s Wonder bred by Mr 
Corry Hanks of Eynsham in 1917.  In addition they have 
grafted plants from 70 unnamed trees, which are still 
growing in Wasties grounds.  If anyone is interested in 
more information or would like to buy a tree please let 
me know as soon as possible or contact the nursery 
direct – 01844 237415.  Grafting of new trees takes 
place until the end of March with the trees ready by 
September.   The Parish Council is looking to bring 
some of these trees back into the village.

If there is anything in the village that the Parish 
Council can help with please do not hesitate to 
contact me.
Sue Lee
Parish Clerk
01869 347652
eynsham_pc@btinternet.com



UPDATE ON EYNSHAM ACTION PLAN 2007 
 

As reported in the Echo last summer, a 56-point draft Action Plan for Eynsham has evolved from consultation with 
residents. Top priorities include activities for young people; affordable housing; more jobs and shops; more visible 
policing; less traffic and fewer heavy vehicles.

Over 120 key organisations and individuals received copies of the full PARISH PLAN, which was grant-funded by 
Defra. Some of you also picked up a copy at the Village Open Day in September. There are more in the Library if 
you haven't seen it yet; it's also online at www.eynsham.org.uk

POLICING received a major boost in September, with the arrival of our new Community Support Officers Helen 
Keen and Robert Hopping. You can contact them on 08458 505 505.

The PARISH COUNCIL discussed items within its remit last October:
• Provision of allotments – there appear to be no local people on the waiting list
• Bike racks outside the Spar – under consideration
• Witney Road play area and extension to basketball court – in hand
• Maximising local use of the new Sports Hall – agreed to press for priority to be given to local groups once 
      existing bookings expire at the centre
• Public notice boards; a village map in the Square – under consideration; improvements agreed in principle
• Review and improve signage – to be considered with District and County councils
• Clearance of ditches - checking ownership of  land and possible labour supply.

The COUNTY COUNCIL has also provided a detailed response, which you can read in full at Eynsham Online. 
Useful points include:
• Renewal of stiles/gates and signposts – in hand in liaison with the Parish Council
• The Youth Centre in Back Lane: “unfortunately there is little capacity to extend provision without additional 
resources”. It does run all year round, though currently restricted to ages 13+: call Lynne Chapman on 01865 880630
• Damaged surfaces on roads and footways (kerbs/paving) - report direct to the Northern Highways Area Office 
on 0845 310 1111.

The DISTRICT COUNCIL has taken action in several areas:
• Witney Road Play Area – grant of just over £18,500 towards the project: easily the largest recreational award 
this year. A total of £28,000 was agreed for the entire district
• Eynsham East Development – consulting with the local council on developer contribution/s, to compensate for 
any loss of amenity to the community
• Back Lane Public Toilets - plans for replacement with a unisex toilet and retail unit (Lloyds Chemist), with 2 
flats above.

The TRAFFIC ADVISORY COMMITTEE meets only twice a year, but discussed several of the parking & traffic 
issues raised in the Plan on 16 January. One point on the Toll Bridge: the County Council is currently reviewing all 
bridges over the Thames upstream of Oxford. Something may come of this

VOLUNTEERS have opened up the Wharf Stream to enable canoes and small boats to access the Thames, with 
support from Siemens and a small grant from the Parish Council. They are also keeping a wildlife diary – online at 
www.eynsham.org.uk – contributions welcome via The Talbot 

NAG (Neighbourhood Action Group)  REPORTS ON PARKING 
 

Our two Police Community Support Officers are now becoming 
more active in the village and have received a number of  
complaints about parking.  They have issued parking tickets to 
vehicles in the square, where owners have parked in such a 
way as to reduce the highway width and prevent emergency 
vehicles passing through.   Whilst there are no yellow lines in the 
square, please remember that it is still an offence to obstruct 
the highway, as some residents have found to their cost.  They 
are also looking at complaints regarding the use of disabled 
parking bays in the main car park.  Again, parking tickets will 
be issued to offenders. 
 

Gordon Beach 

Why not visit the Eynsham Website?    www.eynsham.org.uk 

Could we please make people aware that the  
disabled and parent and child spaces in the car park 
on Back Lane are designated for that purpose? There 
are a few people who feel the need to park in these 
bays who do not have either disabled badges or 
small children, can we please make you are aware 
that we will be patrolling the area and checking  
vehicles and you could receive a £30 fixed penalty 
ticket. Marked disabled parking bays are backed up 
by legislation that makes it an offence for a person 
who does not hold a valid blue or orange badge to 
park there. 

Community Support Officers 



EYNSHAM COUNTRY MARKET  
re-opens after its January break 

on Thursday February 7th  from 9 - 10.30am. 
This takes place in the Church Hall and here you can buy 

locally homemade cakes, savouries, cookies, 
preserves and pickles.

There are eggs and vegetables in season. 
There are also crafts, cards, woodwork, 

jewellery and knitted goods. 
Coffee is served from 9am. 

Orders can be placed for collection on the day 
(to be collected please by 9.45am on the day). 

If you are interested in becoming a supplier to Eynsham 
Country Market or to leave an order please telephone 

Mrs Sue Butler-Miles on 01865.880928.

“Thank You”
Christmas Lights
14 Witney Road would like to say thank you for all 
donations received for the John Radcliffe Silver Star 
and Special Care Baby Unit.  £60.40 was collected in 
the garden.  A special thank you for Eynsham Scout 
Group for £50 for Santa around the village, and 
another £73.30 from the Scouts and Brownies carol 
service in the church.  In all a cheque has been made 
up to £200 and sent to the John Radcliffe. 

Thank you all once again
Gwenda and Tony Pritchett

Armistice Day
I would like to thank Mrs Elizabeth Day and 
Mrs Brenda Butler-Miles for cleaning the church 
step and making it nice and tidy for Armistice Day.  
It was nice to know that someone cares.

Trevor Green.

BARTHOLOMEW SPORTS CENTRE 
 

In September last year, Bartholomew Sports Centre opened its 
doors to the people of Eynsham. Located at Bartholomew School, 
the centre boasts a 30 station health and fitness gym featuring the 
latest fitness equipment suitable for all abilities. The sports hall, 
named the Berry Hall after former Bartholomew School Head-
teacher Bill Berry, is suitable for games such as indoor cricket, 
badminton, football, basketball and volleyball, as well as aerobics. 

The brand new sports centre was funded by the Big Lottery, 
Oxfordshire County Council, West Oxfordshire District Council, 
and Eynsham Parish Council and is managed by Nexus 
Community (the new trading name for Wycombe Leisure Ltd). In 
November, Council members and School staff witnessed Bill Berry 
officially opening the centre. 

During term time, it provides a modern facility for Bartholomew 
School Monday – Friday from 12.00pm until 5.00pm and is open 
to the public in the mornings, evenings and at weekends. If you 
haven’t had a look around the centre yet, you are welcome to pop 
in outside of school hours when staff will be on hand to arrange a 
tour.

Bigger, better household recycling centre 
for Witney  

 

The household recycling centre based in the Welch Way car 
park has moved to the new Woodford Way car park and has 
increased the capacity of recycling materials by 40% compared 
to the old site.  Eleven additional recycling bins have been 
added.    
 

New to the site is tetra pack recycling. Tetra pack bins are 
also being installed at the Coop in Carterton, Sainsburys in 
Witney and Back Lane, Eynsham.  
 

Householders will be able to bring up to nine different types of 
recyclable materials to the Woodford Way site, namely:  
 

• cardboard 
• food and drink cans/tins 
• glass 
• paper 
• plastics 
• textiles 
• tetra packs 
• clothes and shoes 
• books 

Other materials like garden waste, building rubble, car tyres, 
batteries and any commercial waste must be taken to the  
Oxfordshire County Council-run tip at Stanton Harcourt. 
The new Woodford Way car park which opened before 
Christmas provides 250 spaces including 10 disabled bays.  The 
entire site including the recycling centre provides high security 
for users with a CCTV camera monitored from the control 
room at Witney Police Station. 

Flooding

West Oxfordshire District Council  
is preparing a Flood Defence Report 

for Eynsham, which they plan to  
publish in the spring.  They have 

asked for contributions from anyone 
in the village with respect to the  
history of flooding in Eynsham  
together with understanding  
of concerned residents as to  

what/how the flooding is caused. 
 

Nick Hands would be grateful for any 
contributions by email to - 
Nick.Hands@WESTOXON.GOV.UK
or post to: 
Nick Hands,  
West Oxfordshire District Council, 
Streetscene,  
Elmfield, New Yatt Road,  
Witney, OX28 1PB 

GIFT EVENING
Beautiful, Unusual & Fun…
Find your perfect gifts for

Mother’s Day & Easter

At The Queens Head
Tuesday 26th Feb

7– 9.30 pm

Join us for a glass of 
Bucks Fizz & some stress 

free shopping!

PLEASE KEEP  
THE RECYCLING AREAS  

TIDY ! 
IF THE BINS ARE FULL PLEASE 
DON’T LEAVE BAGS OR BOXES  

ON THE GROUND 
 

TAKE IT HOME AND WAIT FOR THE BINS TO BE EMPTIED 



DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE:  15th March 2008.  Items for inclusion to Sue Lee (Parish Clerk) details as above
CHAIRMAN:  Mr Gordon Beach, 11 Fruitlands, Eynsham.  Tel: 01865 880979
Printed by Blenheim Colour Ltd, Southfield Road, Eynsham.  

You can read the  
Parish Council minutes  

in the library  
or on the  

Eynsham Website  
 

www.eynsham.org.uk

EYNSHAM PARISH COUNCILLORS

Mr Richard ANDREWS  17 Dovehouse Close 880106
richard.andrews23@ntlworld.com

Mr Gordon D. BEACH (Chairman)11 Fruitlands 880979
gordonbeach@btinternet.com

Mrs A Leslie GERRANS 19 Acre End Street 880107
jonathan.gerrans@hotmail.co.uk

Mr Trevor GREEN 6 Chilbridge Road 880428

Mrs Verity A HUGHES 24 Beech Road 880243
verity@eynsham.demon.co.uk

Mrs Margaret G JONES 7 Thornbury Road 881724

Mr Jonathan Miller 41 Wytham View 880117 

Ms Sue OSBORNE 38 Beech Road 880285
suzanne.osborne@bodley.ox.ac.uk

Mr David J ROSSITER 5 Bartholomew Close 881568
(Vice Chairman)
david.rossiter@ntlworld.com

Vacancy

Dr Fred W WRIGHT ‘Charfield’ 15 Cassington Rd 881496

Ms Jackie Tinson 33 Hanborough Close 880830
jax.jax@tiscali.co.uk

CLERK:  Mrs Sue Lee 01869 347652

19 Bradshaw Close, Steeple Aston, Bicester OX25 4SA
eynsham_pc@btinternet.com

West Oxfordshire District Councillors
Ms Frances Pike   Tel: 881382  
frances.pike@westoxon.gov.uk

Mr Richard Andrews   Tel: 880106 
richard.andrews@westoxon.gov.uk

Mrs Margaret Stevens    Tel: 882384  
margaret.stevens@westoxon.gov.uk

Oxfordshire County Councillor for Eynsham
Charles Mathew Tel: 881915 
charles.mathew@oxfordshire.gov.uk

Arts Grants from WODC
Support for the Arts grants are available now to help local 
groups develop arts opportunities in West Oxon.  
Applications forms and further details are available on 
www.westoxon.gov.uk/leisure or phone 01993 861080.  
The deadline is 15th February 08

Village Car Park:  Back Lane -Planning

Some readers may have seen the WODC yellow notices at the car 
park re the proposal to demolish the present toilets and to build a 
chemist's shop with two flats above it and incorporating a new toilet 
facility close to the present northern entrance.  If this is done it will 
reduce the available parking spaces by up to 14.  In addition the flat 
occupants will probably need 2 spaces and so will the occupants of 
the 4 new terraced houses to replace the caretaker's bungalow 
opposite in Back Lane.  Thus there could be a net loss of 20 spaces 
and if the GPs surgery premises are to be extended this could make 
the position even worse.

Often the car park can be filled to capacity.  We should also persuade 
those using Eynsham as a park & ride to park here instead of near the 
square where shoppers need to park.  In addition we were assured by 
WODC that there would be capacity for Village Hall events – we 
only have limited parking at the hall.

I believe that the car parking spaces need to be preserved – it would 
appear from records that this land may have been compulsorily 
acquired from the Church or Diocese in the late 1960s for a toilet and 
car park and if so then a shop would be a deviation from this and 
would probably be illegal.  Is it too far to walk down Wasties Lane to 
the present chemist's shop which is in an area less prone to 
vandalism?  The chemists will also I understand deliver to the 
disabled.

The present toilets do need to be updated but why not in the same 
place? Moving the recycling bins to the centre of the site will also 
make them less accessible.  The car park is also within the 
Conservation Area which means that special attention should be 
made to this planning application.

Please send any comments urgently to: 
Mr R. Lloyd, WODC Planning Dept, Elmfield, New Yatt Road, 
Witney OX28 1PB under references 07/2248 & 2249

Fred W. Wright, 
Chairman Eynsham Society & Village Hall Management Committee

World Wide Water Crisis

2007 will be remembered in Oxfordshire as the 
year when excessive rain produced devastating 
floods. Whereas Ethiopia will be forever linked in 
our minds with drought-induced famine and Bob 
Geldof’s Band Aid. And yet surprisingly the South 
East of England has less fresh water available 
per person than Ethiopia.

Although the amount of water in the world 
remains constant, the demand for that water is 
increasing at twice the rate of the population. This 
fact, exacerbated by its uneven distribution, has 
led Ismail Serageldin, the former vice president of 
the World Bank, to predict that, “The wars of the 
next century will be fought over water not oil”.

In order to raise awareness about these issues, a 
group of returned volunteers from VSO 
( Voluntary Service Overseas ) are running a 
challenge to see how effectively local people can 
manage for 48 hours without running water. To 
give them some guidance, we are putting to-
gether a video of how families in developing 
countries manage.

If you want to test your knowledge about the 
current water situation throughout the world, try 
the water quiz on the Eynsham Website 
www.eynsham.org.uk


